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Community Services Department - Memo No. CS12-072

DATE:

TO:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

NOVEMBER 18, 2011

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

RICH DLUGAS, CITY MANAGER ~
PAT McDERMOTT, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER~
MARK M. EYNATTEN, COMMUNITY SERVICES D(RECTOR

MICKEY OHLAND, PARK DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATIONS MANAGER

WEST CHANDLER PARK NAME CHANGE

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the renaming of West Chandler Park to Nozomi Park.

BACKGROUNDIDISCUSSION: West Chandler Park is 20-acres in size and is located within the
square mile bounded by Chandler Boulevard, 56th Street, Pecos Road, and Kyrene Road (Attachment A).
This park was constructed in two phases. The aquatic facility which encompasses approximately 6-acres
was constructed and opened to the public in 1999. The remaining 14 acres was developed in 2003. This
park is a community park and offers the following amenities: dog park, baseball fields, multi-purpose
field, aquatic facility, picnic ramada, lighted walking paths, parking, restroom and open turf space.

In 2004, the Parks and Recreation Board and City Council adopted a set of guidelines for the naming and
re-naming of parks (Attachment B). In 2005, the City Council approved the names for 13 parks.
Included in this approval was the naming of the 68-acre park site located at the southeast corner of Queen
Creek and McQueen roads to Nozomi Park (Attachment A).

Several months ago, Mr. Staples submitted a proposal to staff requesting that West Chandler Park be re
named to Nozomi Park (Attachment C). Staff feels that Mr. Staples has provided the necessary
information that shows support by the community for the park name change according to the naming
guidelines adopted by Council. If the park name change is approved, park and aquatic signage will have
to be changed which will cost approximately $3,000.00.

The renaming of West Chandler Park to Nozomi Park will require going through the park naming process
to select a new name for the park site currently identified as Nozomi Park.

At their November 1,2011 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Board recommended that Council approve
the re-naming of West Chandler Park to Nozomi Park (Attachment D).

PROPOSED MOTION: Move that West Chandler Park be re-named to Nozomi Park.

Attachments: Site Location Map (Attachment A)
Park NamingiRe-Naming Criteria (Attachment B)
Mr. Staples Name Change Request (Attachment C)
November 1,2022 Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes (Attachment D)
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ATTACHMENT B

CITY OF CHANDLER
PARK NAMING/RE-NAMING CRITERIA

I. PURPOSE

To establish a formal process and criteria for the Parks and Recreation Board of the City
of Chandler to evaluate requests for the naming of parks managed by the City of
Chandler Community Services Department. The Parks and Recreation Board, and or
subcommittee, shall review and evaluate all requests in accordance with the following
criteria, and provide insight and recommendations to the City Council for consideration
and approval.

II. PROCESS

On an annual basis, the Parks and Recreation Board shall be responsible for
recommending names for city parks to the City Council for consideration and approval.

To request a name for a specific park, an applicant shall submit a written request to the
Parks and Recreation Board via the Community Services staff on or before June 30th for
consideration during that year. The application should clearly state the name of the
requesting individual or organization along with the name, address and phone number of
a contact person. In addition to the information as stated in the criteria, the request shall
include the following:

1. Reasons for the proposed name.
2. Evidence of community support for the proposed name.
3. Petitions, if submitted, must state the intent and include printed names, signatures,

addresses, zip codes and telephone numbers of each signer as proof of residency.
4. All of the above must be submitted, via the Community Services staff, to the

Parks and Recreation Board for review.

Upon receipt of all information, the Parks and Recreation Board and or subcommittee
will review the request(s). Upon completion of the review, the request(s) will be placed
on the Parks and Recreation Board agenda for formal presentation and voting. The Parks
and Recreation Board shall forward no more than three name recommendations for each
park to the City Council. The City Council may accept the recommendations and shall
make a final selection, or return to the Parks and Recreation Board for further review.

III. CRITERIA FOR NAMING OR RE-NAMING PARKS

Names chosen for parks should meet one or more of the following criteria:
1. Named after something that is specifically unique to Chandler, the Valley or the

Southwest, i.e., desert flora, Indian or Mexican terminology, or the geographic
location of the park/facility.

2. Predominate physical features in or adjacent to the park.



3. An individual or group who has made exceptional contributions to the City of
Chandler. Exceptional contributions include:

a. Donation of the park property.
b. Donation of an amount of money equal to the value of the land for the

park.
c. An amount of money that would provide for 51 % or more of the park's

development is donated.

The naming of parks should normally be done in conjunction with the community or
neighborhood that will be served. The Parks and Recreation Board will involve citizens
of Chandler in the process, whenever possible.

An attempt should be made to select the simplest names in terms of recognition, length,
and ease of pronunciation.

Although not encouraged, park names may be changed if properly justified and
recommended by the Parks and Recreation Board and approved by the City Council.



DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

ATTACHMENT C

October 25, 2011

Chandler Parks and Recreation Board Members

Bill Staples, 731 S. Stanley Place, Chandler 85226

Proposal to Rename "West Chandler Park" to "Nozomi Park"

Back in August 2005 I recommended the name "Nozomi Park" for one of the future parks slated
to be constructed in Chandler. I submitted the name to Dave McDowell, former Assistant
Community Services Director, and it was approved by the Board and the City Council in October
2005. See page 3 for background on park name.

Unfortunately funding for Nozomi Park disappeared when the economic crisis hit in 2006/2007

and the project was put on hold indefinitely.

In August 2011 the Parks department received additional funding from a property-tax increase
that will provide $9.1 million over the next ten years (2011-2021). However, restrictions state that
the funds can only be used to maintain existing parks and on construction for new parks UNDER
30 acres. Nozomi Park was slated to be 70 acres. Thus, the chances of this new park being
constructed in the next 10 years are slim to none.

With this understanding, I now propose that the City of Chandler take action and not let a good
idea and important gesture "die on the vine." For all of the same reasons (and more) listed in the
original proposal, the West Chandler Park Community (my community) proposes that the City of
Chandler change the name ofWest Chandler Park to Nozomi Park.

Why West Chandler Park?
• It is the most geographically relevant of all Chandler Parks -- located on the border

between Chandler and the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC), the location of the
historic Gila River Japanese American Internment Camp.

1



• It has existing baseball fields - which ties into the story of baseball in the internment
camps that gave the community of 13,000 a sense of hope (thus the name "Nozomi")

• The name "West Chandler" has no historical significance, and appears to just be a generic
name based on geographic location.

• Simplicity and low costs -- The only physical change needed to make the original Nozomi
Park concept plan complete are: 1) revised park signage, and 2) a historical kiosk (future
addition).

• High volume of visitors - It is estimated that approximately 70 percent of the u.S.
population is not aware ofWWII internment of Japanese Americans. Between the aquatic
center and the baseball fields, there is a lot of use of this park. Ifone of the intended goals
of Nozomi Park is to educate the public about this chapter of u.S. history, then this
location supports that goal.

Timing:
• Proposed change should occur sometime during Q4 to be in place by February 19, 2012, a

significant and historic milestone related to WWII, the 70th anniversary of Executive
Order 9066, signed by FDR which made Japanese American internment possible

• There is also a sense of urgency to act sooner than later, especially if another intention is
to honor those who were interned in Arizona. Many of those who were teenagers during
WWII are now in their early- to mid-80s. It would be nice to honor them while they are
still alive.

Process:
• Meet with City of Chandler Parks & Rec Staff (August 2011)
• Receive support from current "Nozomi Park" community (Queen Creek & McQueen) to

use name (Le. Lantana Ranch Homeowners Association) (September 2011)
• Receive support from "West Chandler Park" community to rename park to "Nozomi

Park" (September-October 2011)
• Present proposal to the Chandler Parks & Rec Board (November 2011)
• Upon P&R Board Approval, City Council meeting (November 2011)

Supporting Documentation:

• The following items are shared to demonstrate due diligence in the process and strong
community support for this change:

1. Support summary (estimate of support based on feedback from hundreds of
community members)

2. Signature summary (breakdown of signatures, as of 10/ 24/11)
3. Community Feedback (examples of both positive and negative responses)
4. Letter of support from the Lantana Ranch homeowners association board
5. Letter of support from the Arizona Japanese American Citizen's League (JACL)

2



Original Proposal to Chandler Parks & Rec Board, 2005

Proposed name: NozomiPark

Park site number Community Park (70 acres) (Queen Creek/McQueen)
and location:

Reason name Upon first glance, the word nozomi sounds like an Indian word, perhaps
should be selected: one related to the O'odham (Pima) language (as their word for "little spring"

is the origin ofthe word arizona.) It is not an Indian word. Instead, the
word nozomi is Japanese for "hope" or "wish". What is Japan's connection
to Chandler, the Valley or the Southwest? It is a significant connection, one
often overlooked by Valley residents, both new and old.

During World War II, the United States government moved approximately
120,000 Japanese-Americans to internment camps across the American
Southwest, including more than 13,000 sent to the Gila River Indian
Community (Chandler's neighbor's to the south). Behind barbed wire, the
great game of baseball helped make life at the internment camps bearable
for many Japanese-Americans, as it bonded the war-time internees and
provided a sense of hope, normalcy and community pride.

November 10,1945 marked the closing of the last internment camp in
Arizona and thus, the closing of the historic baseball "fields of hope" on the
Gila River Indian Community. The naming of a Chandler park "Nozomi"
will coincide with the 60th anniversary of the Gila River internment camp
closing, and provide all residents with an opportunity to remember and
reflect upon the significance of this important chapter in baseball, Arizona,
and U.S. history.

It is a simple gesture that could potentially generate goodwill among the
Asian-American community in Arizona, and also with our friends and
neighbors to the south, the Gila River Indian Community.

Evidence of The Gila River Indian Community was involved in commemorative
neighborhood or activities for the 55th anniversary (in 2000), as the Internment is recognized
community as a significant event in their history as well. Also, there is some discussion
support for the of the Governor's Office acknowledging the 60th anniversary on a statewide
name: level.

Contact Bill Staples
information of the 731 S. Stanley Place
individual Chandler, Arizona 85226
submitting the 480-893-0636
suggestion:

3



Responses to West Chandler Park>
Nozomi Park Proposal

Response %

1

.In Favor

• Neutral

• Against

Estimate based on conversations with hundreds of Chandler residents, October 2011.



Nozomi Park Petition Signatures - Breakdown
as of 10/24/2011

Park Neighbors Chandler Residents Park Users Beyond

Signature Sheet Sheet Description Total 85226 % 852** % 85*** % PHX

Online Open to Everyone 79 16 20.3% 24 30.4% 62 78.5% 17

A Park Users - ballfields 20 7 35.0% 14 70.0% 20 100.0%

B Park Users - barkpark 20 13 65.0% 16 80.0% 20 100.0%

C Park Neighbors 20 20 100.0% 20 100.0% 20 100.0%

0 Park Neighbors 20 20 100.0% 20 100.0% 20 100.0%

E Park Neighbors 20 20 100.0% 20 100.0% 20 100.0%

F Park Neighbors 20 20 100.0% 20 100.0% 20 100.0%

G Park Neighbors 20 20 100.0% 20 100.0% 20 100.0%

H Park Neighbors 8 8 100.0% 8 100.0% 8 100.0%

TOTAL 227 144 I 63.4% 162 I 71.4% 210 I 92.5% 7.5%

"Park Neighbors" are those "Chandler Residents" are

who live near West those who live in ZIPs:

Chandler Park, in ZIP 85226 85224, 85225, 85226,

85249, 85286

"Parks Users" are those

who live in the greater

Phoenix area, current or

potential user.

"Beyond PHX" are

those who live

outside the

greater Phoenix

area, future

Chandler visitor.



Proposal to Rename West Chandler Park to Nozomi Park

Community Feedback

Positive responses:

1. This is a wonderful idea which I am honored to support. This action will benefit our community
and show proper respect for others. (Lloyd Harrell)

2. Great idea!
3. Who wouldn't support this?
4. I'll sign it. This is important (I'm a teacher).
5. West Chandler is a boring name anyway. We need a little spice here.
6. Oh great, this will have some historical significance. that's wonderful.
7. It's a great idea. Why would anyone be against this proposal? Let's do it.
8. This is a great opportunity for the City of Chandler, and I encourage changing the name of West

Chandler Park to Nozomi Park.
9. It's about time!
10. Please give recognition where recognition is long overdue.
11. Such a simple thing to do, that would make such a lasting memory.
12. Yes! A well deserved gesture on part of City of Chandler to honor our American Japanese citizens.
13. What a great idea.
14. This is a great idea!
15. Wonderful tribute!
16. My mother was in Gila River and Tule Lake Internment Camps during the War.
17. Naming this Chandler City park Nozomi Park is a wonderful opportunity to remember what

happened to a large ethnic group in AZ and which will, hopefully, help prevent this sort of mass
incarceration of any ethnic group from ever occurring again in the US.

18. The efforts for the naming of Nozomi Park are applauded. It extends another hand of welcome to
the former internees, helps commemorate the state's Centennial and reminds us of the powerful
aspects of baseball.

19. Excellent idea! Did you know, that George Takei (Lt. Sulu of Star Trek) was imprisoned as a child
with his family? Maybe he'll sign the petition. I'll pass the word through StarTrek.Com. Also,
maybe we could get him to attend the dedication. Keep us informed and a whole slew of Star
Trek/Baseball fans can be there!

20. please consider renaming the Chandler Park
21. What could be a better way of reminding us all of the terrible thing done to American citizens of

Japanese ancestry----
22. A fitting name to not honor those who played with heart & gave hope to those interned & those

who will utilize the facility in the future. Each year, the name & reason should be an important
part of opening day ceremonies.

23. We must never forget how we treated the American citizens of Japanese descent. Those who
suffered will be remembered.

24. I have a direct connection to see that this park be named Nozomi Park since, as a child I was
interned at the Gila reservation from 1943-45. Please give recognition where recognition is due.

Negative responses:

1. I don't like change. I prefer to keep it the way it is.
2. Why a foreign word? Why can't we stay with an "American" word?
3. A God damn Jap word? Jesus Christ! I know what happen to them was wrong, but that was 70

years ago. Time to move on.



TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Chandler Parks & Recreation Board

Lantana Ranch Homeowners Association

10/24/2011

Proposal to Change the Name of West Chandler Park to NOlomi Park

On September 20, 2011, Bill Staples of the Parks and Recreation Board presented to the
Lantana Ranch Homeowners board his proposal to change the name of West Chandler Park to
Nozomi Park.

Our board's response to his proposal was favorable, as no concerns were raised.

In an effort to keep all of the Lantana Ranch community aware of this proposed change, we did
send a summary of the plan in community-wide communication in October. At that time we
encouraged those who have an interest in this discussion to attend a future Parks and
Recreation Board meetings on the first Tuesday of each month.

If you have any questions regarding our support of this proposal, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Joseph Latkowski, CMCA, AMS, CAAM
Property Manager
Cornerstone Properties, Inc.
4523 E. Broadway Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85040
602-433-0331 Office
602-244-9214 Fax
www.cpihoa.com



October 20, 2011

City of Chandler
Parks & Recreation Department
P.O. Box 4008
Chandler, AZ 85244-4008

Dear Parks & Recreation Board of Directors,

The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) Arizona Chapter supports the
previous decision by the City of Chandler to rename a park Nozomi Park, to recognize
and honor all of the Japanese Americans who were incarcerated in the two Japanese
internment camps in Arizona during World War II. With over 30,000 Japanese
Americans at the two Arizona camps in Poston and Gila River, the combined community
would have been the third largest city in Arizona during this time.

Several of our 300 JACL Arizona Chapter members were baseball players at the Gila
River internment camp and they always smile when they reflect on their days playing
ball at camp as it was the only thing they looked forward to participating in while they
were confined behind barbed wire. Baseball gave these young men hope so the name
Nozomi (Japanese word for hope) would be a perfect way to tie in baseball with an
aspect of history that many Arizonans are not aware of.

JACL Arizona Chapter has over a dozen members in the City of Chandler and we have
held several of our annual picnics at Desert Breeze Park in Chandler. We understand
that bUdgetary issues impact all areas of city government, but we still believe it would be
worthwhile to move forward in renaming West Chandler Park to Nozomi Park. Chandler
is a wonderful, diverse city and naming the park Nozomi Park will further demonstrate
Chandler's commitment to history and diversity.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about JACL's hope to have the
City of Chandler name this park Nozomi Park. Thank you very much for your time and
consideration on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Ted Namba
Past President, JACL Arizona Chapter
JACL Gila River Monument Coordinator
6535 W. Via Montoya Drive
Glendale, AZ 85310
t. namba@cox.net
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Petitions push to name
Chandler park Japanese
word for hope

by Edythe Jensen - Oct. 25, 2011 10:18 AM
The Arizona Republic1"--
Chandler Parks Board member Bill Staples is
circulating petitions to change the name of
West Chandler Park to Nozomi - the Japanese
word for "hope."

It comes from his passion for the history of
World War II Japanese internment camp
baseball. But Staples' effort is complicated
because six years ago he suggested the
same name for a future park site near
McQueen and Queen Creek roads and the
city approved it. Then budget cuts put new
park construction on indefinite hold.

Now he wants to transfer the title to an older
park so the name that means so much to him
won't fade away.

Nozomi "was inspired by the game of
baseball that was played behind barbed wire
in the camps," he said. "The game gave an
entire community a sense of hope and
normalcy, making life bearable while being
unjustly incarcerated by their own country."
More than 30,000 American Japanese were
detained in Arizona from 1942 until 1945.
The Gila River camp was south of Chandler.

Staples said baseball fans have "adopted"
West Chandler Park and its three baseball
diamonds as cleanup volunteers. And since
the facility has a generic name, the change
would not likely draw opposition.

He is circulating petitions in neighborhoods

around the original Nozomi site and West
Chandler Park near Kyrene Road and
Chandler Boulevard and said he plans to
present them to the parks board for an
advisory vote Tuesday. The City Council
would have the final say. As part of his
request, Staples said he will bring a letter of
support from the Japanese American
Citizens League that reads, in part, "Several
of our 300 JACL Arizona Chapter members
were baseball players at the Gila River
internment camp and they always smile when
they reflect on their days playing ball at
camp as it was the only thing they looked
forward to participating in while they were
confined behind barbed wire. Baseball gave
these young men hope so the name Nozomi
(Japanese word for hope) would be a perfect
way to tie in baseball with an aspect of
history that many Arizonans are not aware
of."

Mickey Ohland, the city's parks development
manager, said Chandler has changed park
names before, but this would be the first
time an existing park took one from a
planned facility. Name changes aren't
encouraged but when someone makes a
request they have to give good reasons and
demonstrate resident support, he said.
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Two in recent history were altered at
residents' requests because some felt the
previous names were inappropriate or
offensive. Vagabond Park near McQueen and
Warner roads was changed to Espee Park in
recognition of its proximity to the Southern
Pacific (SP) Railroad. Residents who sought
the change said the previous name conjured
up unpleasant images of shiftless hobos.
Canal Park near McQueen and Chandler
Heights roads was changed to Crossbow
Park at the request of the late John Irvine
who argued that the name "Canal" reminded
him of a red-light district. The park is next
to Crossbow Way.

There's nothing offensive about the name
West Chandler Park but Staples said he wants
the city to have a Nozomi Park while some of
those who played in the internment camps
are still alive. A perfect time to dedicate the
name would be February 2012, the 70th
anniversary of the start of Japanese
American internment in Arizona, he said.

"The best baseball in Arizona during World
War II was played inside these internment
camps," Staples said.

He should know. Besides being a parks
board member, Staples is board member of
the Nisei Baseball Research Project and
author of the biography "Kenichi Zenimura,
Japanese American Baseball Pioneer." He also
is the marketing and communications
director for the National Academy of Sports
Medicine.

His petition website: www.NozomiPark.com.

Copyright © 2011 azcentral.com. All rights
reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service,
Privacy PolicylYour California Privacy Rights
and Ad Choices
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 1, 2011

1. CALL TO ORDERJROLL CALL

ATTACHMENT 0
Chandler
b1td

;qir
2010

Chairman Dean Visser called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the City of Chandler Council
Chambers, Council Conference Room, 88 East Chicago Street, Chandler, Arizona.

Members in Attendance:
Chairman Dean Visser
Vice Chairman Linda Peterson-Price
Boardmember Richard Abbey
Boardmember Lloyd Harrell
Boardmember Bill Staples
Boardmember Damon Testa

Members Absent:
Boardmember Joseph Guadagno

Staff members present:
Mickey Ohland, Park Development and Operations Manager
Sara Rathsack, Recreation Superintendent
Sandra Munoz-Weingarten, Recreation SuperintendentlNaturalist
Sheri Passey, Aquatic Superintendent
Erika Berry, Recreation Coordinator II
Nancy Wagner, Recreation Coordinator II
Liam O'Mahony, Information Specialist
Carolyn Harrison, Recording Secretary

Others present:
Councilmember Kevin Hartke
Victor Peterson, Chandler Citizen
Varun Ramesh, Mayor's Youth Commission
Kevin Walberg, Mayor' s Youth Commission

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. Minutes of August 3, 2011



Boardmember Lloyd Harrell moved
Boardmember Bill Staples seconded.
Boardmembers present.

to approve the minutes of August 3, 201l.
Minutes were unanimously approved by all

3. UNSCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES/CALL TO PUBLIC

(Members ofthe audience may address any item not on the agenda. State Statute prohibits the Parks
and Recreation Boardfrom discussing an item that is not on the agenda, but the Board does listen to
your concerns and has stafffollow up on any questions you raise.)

• Chairman Visser acknowledged Councilmember Kevin Hartke sitting in the audience and
thanked him for attending this evening's meeting.

• Chairman Visser also recognized Chandler citizen Victor Peterson in the audience, asking
him if he wanted to address the Board. Mr. Peterson responded that he did and noted the
following items.

1. Desert Breeze Park - Mr. Peterson complimented the parks crews, stating that Desert
Breeze Park has substantially improved, noting the addition of Desert Milkweed and Desert
Willow trees.

2. Mr. Peterson thanked the Parks Division for allowing him to attend the "Pruning and
Sustainability" class that was held at the Parks and Facilities location on Ryan Road. He also
mentioned that some plants at San Marcos Park are being sheared in such a manner that their
blooms are being cut off and he questioned why this is being done. The plants that do have
blooms on them are being visited quite extensively by the hummingbirds in the area. He
distributed some pictures to the Board to emphasize his point. Chairman Visser thanked Mr.
Peterson for speaking this evening and calling attention to the items.

4. BRIEFING

a. Mayor's Youth Commission Update - Kevin Walberg and Varun Ramesh

Mickey Ohland introduced Kevin Walberg and Varun Ramesh from the Mayor's Youth
Commission (MYC) to give this presentation to the Board.

Varun Ramesh began the discussion, noting that the Mayor's Youth Commission (MYC) had
made some modifications to their bylaws. He stated there are now 19 members who serve for
two year terms. It is required that they all be high school students. By limiting terms to two
years it enables other students to participate on the Commission. Varun also reported several
events the Commission had been involved in during the past year. These included the Easter
Celebration, Day of Play, Ostrich Festival, Chandler Tennis Tournament, and the Halloween
Spooktacular. Varun reported that the MYC has received a community leadership award which
recognizes students who have actively participated in their community and in sports.

2



Kevin Walberg gave the following information. He reported that as the Board may know the
MYC hosted the Third Annual Teen Town Hall. Students from all Chandler schools were
invited to attend, including public and private schools, as well as Dobson, Corona del Sol and
Mountain Pointe. A total of 72 teens participated in the Teen Town Hall. Some of the schools
that were represented include: Hamilton, Perry, Chandler, El Dorado, and Basha.

This year's topics for the Teen Town Hall were:
Environmentalism, and Teen Abuse.

Academic Integrity, Activism,

Their goal was to immerse students in the local government processes, issues and help them
create solutions for today. The MYC presented their group recommendations to the Mayor and
City Council in August. Mayor and Council asked the Commission to select a few
recommendations and implement them.

In the upcoming year the MYC will be volunteering at other community events which will
include: Woofstock, Polar Express, Parade of Lights, and the Adopt-a-Family program.

Kevin concluded the report by announcing the Fourth Annual Teen Town Hall is scheduled to
take place on April 5, 2012 at City Hall. Kevin added that he and Varun are open to any
suggestions and/or questions the Board may have.

Vice Chairman Peterson-Price said she was at the Teen Town Hall and was quite impressed with
all the ideas the students came up with. She thanked the young men for volunteering and was
pleased to have them give their report at the meeting tonight. Boardmember Harrell added his
thanks to the young men as well and stated it is very important to be involved in the community
and offer their services.

b. 2010-11 Fitness and Sports Facilities Annual Report - Sara Rathsack
c. 2010-11 Nature and Recreation Facilities Annual Report, Sandra Munoz

Weingarten

Recreation Coordinators Sara Rathsack and Sandra Munoz-Weingarten presented these reports in
tandem. Sara advised that this past year their cost centers were merged with the one that was
eliminated. Cost Center 4551 now includes the Tumbleweed Recreation Center (TRC), Tennis
Center, Snedigar Recreation Center and the Adult Sports Program. She is proud to report that
participation numbers in those areas are up, revenues have increased, and no programs were
eliminated.

Recreation Coordinator Sandy Munoz-Weingarten addressed the Board. She reported that her
cost center, which was formerly the Environmental Education Cost Center, has been renamed to
Nature and Recreation Facilities. As a part of that merger it assumed the responsibilities of the
Community Center, which includes Teen Programs, and the Senior Center, which includes the
Therapeutic Recreation (TR) program. (As a side note, Sandy mentioned two other TR events
that are coming up: the Unified Golf State Tournament, which involves a Special Olympic
athlete and a non-disabled partner teaming up as a pair. A total of 32 pairs will be playing in the
tournament; and then the upcoming Chandler Golf Challenge.)
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Sandy, too, reported the merger went very well and classes and programs have continued full
speed ahead. There have been some renovations at the Senior Center which have made a
wonderful improvement. She informed the Board that Senior Center Manager, Denise Demaray
had retired. However, they are very fortunate to have Nancy Wagner, a coordinator from the
Snedigar Sportsplex, to head up the Senior Center now.

Boardmember Staples had a question for Sara Rathsack. He observed there was a 23% increase
in participation this year for the Tennis Center. Does Sara have something similar to that for the
TRC? Sara said she did, that the TRC had over a $ $120,000 increase in revenue, but would also
get that percentage for the Board.

Vice Chairman Peterson Price asked for an updated staff list to be compiled and given to the
Board. Mickey responded staff would do that.

She also mentioned she attended the Senior Center patio renovation-grand opening, commenting
much of the work was done through volunteer efforts and said it was very impressive. She
hoped more room would be coming for the Senior Center. It is in dire need of this.

Vice Chairman Peterson Price asked Sara Rathsack for additional information regarding the
United States Tennis Association (USTA) Winter National Championship tournament coming to
the Tennis Center. Sara acknowledged the Tennis Center is hosting this, observing these are
young ladies playing at the top of their level. Vice Chairman Peterson Price asked Sara to keep
the Board posted on dates for this.

Vice Chairman Peterson-Price asked for some additional information on the Community Center
having hosted 693 groups this year for non-paid usage. She inquired how it was determined who
would qualify for non-paid usage. Sandy responded that there are many internal groups who
need meeting space and also Chandler Unified School District members qualify for non-paid
usage.

Boardmember Harrell noted that the report said Community Center room usage was down and it
was attributed in part to the opening of the City Hall. He felt that was a rational explanation but
also asked staff to monitor the fee schedule that is charged there. He has heard some feedback
that the prices are steep enough that it discourages individuals/groups from going there.

d. Park Development Update - Don Tolle

Don Tolle, Park Planning Superintendent, gave the Board a brief park development update.

4. ACTION

a. Renaming of West Chandler Park

Park Development and Operations Manager, Mickey Ohland introduced this topic. He explained
that in 2004 the Parks and Recreation Board and the City Council approved a naming and
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renaming criteria for City parks. Since then two parks have been renamed: West Mini Park to
Park Manors and Canal Park to Crossbow. Mickey reported that several months ago Parks and
Recreation Boardmember Bill Staples approached staff with the idea of renaming West Chandler
Park to Nozomi Park. The Nozomi Park site is currently undeveloped and is south of the airport,
on the southeast comer of Queen Creek and McQueen roads. It is planned to be open space that
will be used for general recreation purposes. Due to the downturn in the economy, the
development of the park has been put on hold indefinitely. West Chandler Park is 20 acres in
size and is located west of Kyrene Road, south of Chandler Boulevard. The City leases that
property from the Kyrene School District. Mickey noted there was no specific reason for West
Chandler Park to have this name, other than it fit at the time. He also mentioned the City has an
aquatics facility there and participates in an IGA with the Kyrene School District. Mickey then
turned the discussion over to Boardmember Bill Staples.

Boardmember Staples clarified that he was making this presentation as a citizen and would be
abstaining from the vote. He stated his address in Chandler and thanked the Board for the
opportunity to speak.

He stated for the past two months he has been part of a campaign to rename the park from West
Chandler to Nozomi Park. Mr. Staples reported he met with City staff in 2011 and they
explained the process to get a park renamed. Mr. Staples then met with both groups affected,
those who lived near the existing plan for Nozomi Park (airport location) and then the nearby
residents of the West Chandler Park community. (At this point in the meeting Mr. Staples
circulated a flyer to the Board that had been distributed to the affected areas and then read from
it.) Mr. Staples stated he would like to have this accomplished by Feb 12,2012 to correlate with
Chandler turning 100 years old, as well as various milestones relating to Japanese internment
camps and Japanese baseball.

Mr. Staples gave some background information stating that in 2005 the City of Chandler selected
the name Nozomi Park for a future Chandler park to honor all Japanese Americans who were
interned in Arizona during WWII. He explained that the word Nozomi means "hope" and was
inspired by the game of baseball played behind barbed wire in the internment camps. It gave
their lives a sense of normalcy while being incarcerated unjustly. Since the original Nozomi
Park is on hold indefinitely, and some of the involved individuals are now in their 80s, Mr.
Staples' concern is they may not be around to see the original Nozomi Park come to fruition.
One of the reasons he thought West Chandler Park might be a good park for this purpose is that
it has a generic name.

Mr. Staples said this park will be a source of wisdom for future generations; it will put Chandler
on the map and show that Chandler is a good place to live, work, and play baseball and other
sports. Mr. Staples thanked the Board and staff for their time and asked them to support the
name change.

Chairman Visser asked if there were any comments from the public. There were none.

Boardmember Harrell asked how long the lease is for with Tempe Union Schools. Mickey
responded it is for 40 years. Discussion ensued. Chairman Visser mentioned that the land to the
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south of the park was originally going to be a high school, but there are no present plans for that
to happen.

Mickey Ohland stated that for the record, one negative comment has been made and distributed
an email to the Board.

Boardmember Harrell thanked Boardmember Staples for doing this the right way. He said it is a
wonderful idea, it says a lot about Chandler and he is honored to support it. He added that he was
glad Boardmember Staples did not let this issue die on the vine, as Boardmember Staples
mentioned earlier.

Mickey Ohland said he would like to commend Mr. Staples as well. Mr. Staples took the time to
meet with the appropriate Community Services Department staff and followed all the processes.
Mickey said he appreciated all the work Mr. Staples did.

Boardmember Testa observed that it is actually a better location than the one previously planned
for. Boardmember Staples said it is more geographically relevant. Boardmember Testa said to
make sure a kiosk gets installed to change this. Mickey Ohland responded that the kiosk
placements were a part of the 'History in your Backyard' program which had been eliminated
due to budget cuts. However, he thinks there are some grant opportunities that could be utilized
for this purpose, although it might lengthen the process. Boardmember Staples asked if the City
would be open to donations from private individuals. Mickey responded affirmatively.

Vice Chairman Linda Peterson Price stated that based on community support she
moved to recommended to the City Council the renaming of West Chandler Park to
Nozomi Park. Boardmember Harrell seconded the motion. The rest of the
Boardmembers present voted unanimously to approve the park re-naming, with
Boardmember Staples abstaining from the vote. APPROVED 5-0

(A copy of Boardmember Staples' memo follows):

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Tuesday, November 1,2011

Chandler Parks and Recreation Board Members

Bill Staples, 731 S. Stanley Place, Chandler 85226

Proposal to Rename "West Chandler Park" to "Nozomi Park"

Chairman, members of the Board and Parks & Recreation staff -- thank you for the opportunity
to speak with you tonight.

For the record, my name is Bill Staples, and I live at 731 S. Stanley Place, Chandler 85226.

For the past two months I have been part of a campaign to change the name of "West Chandler
Park" to "Nozomi Park".
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I met with City of Chandler Parks & Recreation staff in August 2011, and they laid out the
process that we needed to follow. This was a tough one, because we needed buy-in from two
communities: First, those who live near the original "Nozomi Park" (at Queen Creek &
McQueen), which is the Lantana Ranch Homeowners. I met with their HOA in September 2011
and received their blessing. Next was buy-in from those who live in the "West Chandler Park"
community.

The process was challenging. But the message was simple:

<FLIER>

SIGN THE PETITION. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

In 2005 the City of Chandler selected the name "Nozomi Park" for a new park site to honor all
Japanese Americans who were interned in Arizona during WWII. Nozomi is the Japanese word
for "hope" and was inspired by the game of baseball that was played behind barbed wire in the
camps. Ultimately the game gave an entire community a sense of hope and normalcy, making
life bearable while being unjustly incarcerated by their own country. Unfortunately the City of
Chandler has tabled plans for Nozomi Park because of the budget shortfall.

Instead of letting this good idea "die on the vine," the Arizona Baseball Community -- the
official adopt-a-park sponsors of West Chandler Park -- is asking for your support to rename
West Chandler Park to Nozomi Park. The goal is have these changes in place to re-dedicate the
park in Feb 2012, the 70th anniversary of the start of Japanese American internment in Arizona.

We took this message this message to the street. Here's a summary of our Outreach Campaign:
• Approximately 14,000 (+/- 5%) homes in zip code 85226
• Attempted to reach them via:

o The web: Online petition at: www.NozomiPark.com
o Earned media: Arizona Republic/Chandler Republic
o Social media: Facebook and Twitter
o Email campaigns to neighboring religious communities
o Neighborhood flier posting (mail boxes)
o Face-to-face:

• Door-to-door campaign
• West Chandler Park (ball field and bark park) meet and greets
• Call to action: sign the paper petition

• Outcome: over 250 signatures total in favor of the change
o 1.5% of homes (good direct mail rate)
o 156 or almost 70% signatures were from 85226
o 179 or almost 80% signatures were Chandler residents
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• BTW, the total number of responses is higher than the mayor's recent
survey that received only 170 responses (speaks to the challenge of trying
to reach our busy residents)

o The remaining petition signatures were from:
• Residents of the greater Phoenix area who are current or future Chandler

"Park Users"
• Resident "Beyond PHX" (some past Japanese American residents of Gila

River or Poston or their family members) who would love to visit
Chandler once this park name change occurs

Response to the name change:
• Interviews with well over 200 residents in the 85226 ZIP code reflect the following

response to the name change:
o 70% in favor
o 29% neutral
o 1% against

• Those who are in favor say:
o This is a wonderful idea which I am honored to support. This action will

benefit our community and show proper respect for others.
o I'll sign it. This is important. (I get it, I'm teacher).
o West Chandler is a boring name anyway. We need a little spice here.
o Naming this Chandler City park Nozomi Park is a wonderful opportunity to

remember what happened to a large ethnic group in AZ and which will,
hopefully, help prevent this SOli of mass incarceration of any ethnic group
from ever occurring again in the US.

• The who are against it say:
o I don't like change.
o "A foreign word? Why can't it be an 'American' word?"
o "I God-damn Jap word? Jesus Christ!"
o The residents of ZIP code 85226 do not reflect Japanese ancestry. "While

this area is very diverse, there are people from China, India, Hispanic, as well
as traditional European or Native groups, there are few people from Japan."

My response to the final point of opposition:
• The name "Nozomi Park" delivers a three-dimensional message. It speaks to:

o The past, to honor those who were interned in Arizona during WWII
o The present, to teach today's generation about this little known chapter of

U.S. and Arizona history
o The future, to serve as reminder that we should be careful in how we respond

to those who "look like the enemy"
• God forbid we should ever go to war with China, India, Mexico, Iran

or Pakistan ... then we wake up and overnight our neighbors suddenly
"look like the enemy"
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It's a timeless message for a multicultural society. And that's just one of the reasons why the
Arizona Centennial Commission has recognized the Japanese American Internment as one of the
most important chapters of Arizona history of the last 100 years (1912-2012).

In closing, I ask the members of the Parks and Recreation board to support our community's
desire and the city's decision to rename "West Chandler Park" to "Nozomi Park".

By adopting this new name we will honor the past, educate the present, and provide a source of
wisdom future generations. It will put Chandler on the map. It will tell the world that Chandler is
a great place to visit, work, live and play (play baseball that is ;-).

I thank you for your time ... and ask for your vote of support for the name change of "West
Chandler Park" to "Nozomi Park".

a. Celebration Plaza Subcommittee

Mickey Ohland gave background regarding the Celebration Plaza nomination process and stated
each year staff asks for two individuals from the Parks and Recreation Board to help staff review
and evaluate the yearly nominations. Boardmembers Abbey and Staples agreed to serve on
the subcommittee.

Boardmember Harrell moved that Boardmembers Abbey and Staples be appointed to
the Celebration Plaza subcommittee. Vice Chairman Linda Peterson Price seconded
the motion. The motion was unanimously approved by all boardmembers present.
APPROVED 5-0

6. INFORMATION

a. Celebration Plaza Induction

Mickey Ohland reported that five individuals are being honored for this year's induction to
Celebration Plaza. The date for this event to occur is Saturday, December 10, 2011 at 9:00a.m.
The following individuals will be honored at this ceremony: Patti Bruno, Detective Ledesma,
Marty Wright, Lowell Huggins, and Dave McDowell.

6. MEMBERS' COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vice Chairman Linda Peterson-Price asked Mickey to provide the Board with a new budget
breakdown. Mickey responded he would do so.

7. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, Chairman Visser adjourned the meeting at 6:05 p.m.

Dean Visser, Chairman
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