
#5 
May 8, 2014 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

TO:  Mayor & Council 

FROM: City Clerk’s Office  

SUBJECT: Item No. 5 – DVR13-0017 Arizona K-9 Center 

Pages 2-112 of this file consist of the staff memos. Emails / correspondence received 
from citizens begin on page 114. 
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Phone call re: K9 center  
Melanie Sala  to: Susan Moore 05/08/2014 03:04 PM
Cc: CityClerkAgenda, Jodie Novak

Ms. Deborahh Collier called to inform the Council she is in favor of the K9 Center.

She resides at 1275 W. Toledo, Chandler AZ 85225. Her phone number is 480-694-7636.

Thank you.

Melanie Sala
City of Chandler
Phone: 480-782-2243
Fax: 480-782-2233
Email: Melanie.Sala@chandleraz.gov



AZ Canine Learning Center Emails
Susan Moore  to: CityClerkAgenda 05/08/2014 03:00 PM
Cc: Melanie Sala

 
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: David Ember <davidember@hotmail.com>
To: "Mayor&Council@chandleraz.gov" <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>, 

"jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov" <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>, 
"rick.huemann@chandleraz.gov" <rick.huemann@chandleraz.gov>, 
"triinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov" <triinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov>, 
"nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov" <nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov>, "kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov" 
<kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov>, "jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov" <jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov>, 
"jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov" <jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov>

Cc: "Awaytowag@qwestoffice.net" <awaytowag@qwestoffice.net>
Date: 04/25/2014 01:04 PM
Subject: DVR13-0017, AZ Canine Leaning Center

Dear Mayor Tibshraeny,  Vice Mayor Huemann, Councilmembers: Donovan, Ellen, Hartke, Sellers, and 
Weninger,

This letter is in support for the rezoning of the parcel at "1535 N Dobson Rd" from light manufacturing to 
a pet care and training center.

I am a health professional who works both in Chandler and in the West Valley.
On all of my work days I depend on the services of "A‐Way‐To‐Wag" to host, train , and feed my 
Havanese, Bailey.

I can assure you that Nathan Braaten, owner and trainer, is formally educated with many supportive 
clients who are enthused by his current and pending enterprise. 

Outcomes for his exceptional behavioral management services beneficially contrast with 
outcomes for behavior management at alternative conventional kennels.

A broad array of his future training services will be incorporated and appreciated by local police K‐9 units 
and by dependent individuals desiring companion pets. 

I can assure concerned neighborhood residents that sights, sounds, and smells at the current location 
would meet the standards of a strictly monitored HOA. 
I would know as I have been President and VIce‐President of my HOA for 5 years.
Nathan isn't likely to deviate from these standards at the future "Az Canine Learning Center"!

Finally, I think tax revenues generated by the future "AZ Canine Learning Center" will be 
substantial and obviously appreciated by the City of Chandler.

Respectfully Submitted,

David P Ember DDS 
 
4939 W Ray Rd
Ste 4 ‐ PMB 353
Chandler, AZ 85226

(702) 336‐2332

----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----



From: Tatted Bombshells <tattedbombshells@gmail.com>
To: mayor&council@chandleraz.gov, jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov, rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov, 

trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov, nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov, kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov, 
jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov, jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov

Date: 05/05/2014 09:53 PM
Subject: The Arizona K9 Center

To whom it may concern,
    I am a small local business owner in Arizona and I want to show my support for the Arizona 
k9 center. This is a needed futility here in Arizona.  I see all the dedication and love the people 
involved have put into getting this place up and running.I see not getting the zoning for this type 
of facility being a huge loss for the animals and the community.
Brittany Pitassi
CEO Tatted Bombshells LLC
TATTEDBOMBSHELLS@gmail.com
602-625-5683
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: "Justin Timmons" <jtimmons@trilogyhcs.com>
To: <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>
Cc: <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>, <rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov>, 

<trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov>, <nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov>, 
<kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov>, <jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov>, <jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov>

Date: 05/06/2014 09:09 AM
Subject: Arizona K9 Center Support

Dear esteemed Mayor and Council,

This letter is to support the approval for the Arizona K9 Center and its cause.  I have known the Braaten 
family since 1988 and they have always been supportive to K‐9 causes and to the community in general.  
I have no doubts that this center will bring hope and adoption to the overwhelming neglect with K‐9 
companions in the Valley.

If there is anything I can do to demonstrate my support, please do not hesitate to contact me directly, 
480.540.4866.
 
Kind regards,
 

Justin Timmons
Senior Project Manager
JTimmons@TrilogyHCS.com 
O: 877-404-7185
C: 480-540-4866
F: 877-404-7186
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this transmission is confidential, proprietary or privileged and may be subject to protection under the law, 
including the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).  The message is intended for the sole use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. The 
authorized recipient of this information is prohibited from disclosing this information to any other party and is required to destroy the information after its stated need has been 
fulfilled, unless otherwise required by state or federal law.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, distribution or copying of the message is 
strictly prohibited and may subject you to criminal or civil penalties.  If you received this transmission in error, please contact the sender immediately by replying to this email 
and delete the material from any computer.  
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----



From: "Mike Shumaker" <m.shumaker@gosimple.biz>
To: <rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov>, <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>, 

<kevinhartke@chandleraz.gov>
Date: 05/07/2014 02:16 PM
Subject: Arizona K9 Center - Proposed Chandler Facility

Mayor and Chandler City Council Members,
 
Growing up in Arizona has been a true privilege, one I would not trade for anything in the world.  A 
personal point of pride is sharing the fact that I both reside in and run a number of businesses from our 
great city of Chandler, Arizona.  
 
As a 25 year plus resident and a Chandler based business owner, my sincere belief is that our 
representatives here in Chandler have the foresight to continue the successful management of our great 
city well into the future.  
 
I would like this trend to continue by attracting additional business to our city, both large and small.   
With this said, I am expressing my sincere support for the Arizona K9 Center proposal including the most 
expedient process’ with any zoning modifications requested by the operators and residents in the 
immediate vicinity so that the services can be added to the list of amenities our city has to offer the 
community and surrounding areas.  
 
Additionally, I understand their processes and training of K9’s would benefit our Police, Fire and 
Veterans as well as others in our community.  This is a big plus that would only add to Chandler’s great 
reputation.
 
If you have any questions whatsoever regarding this letter of support in favor of Arizona K9 Center, feel 
free to contact me directly.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration regarding my suggested approval in this matter.
 
Michael Shumaker

Simplesm              A Fine Heritage Company

6142 W. Detroit Street
Suite 2
Chandler, Arizona 85226

 
(O) 480‐345‐0290
(F) 480‐345‐0292
(C) 602‐330‐2220
 

 
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: Scott Lightner <scott.lightner@gmail.com>
To: mayor&council@chandleraz.gov
Cc: jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov, rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov, trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov, 

nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov, kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov, jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov, 
jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov



Date: 05/07/2014 02:57 PM
Subject: The Arizona K9 center

To whom is may concern,
     I am writing this e-mail on behalf of The Arizona K9 Center.  I completely support them on 
what they are trying to accomplish to get the new zoning for their property.  Unfortunately, I will 
be working the evening of the hearing so I will not be able to support them in person. That is 
why I am sending this e-mail to all of you.  Please help them get the zoning for their 
property. Thank you for your time.
Regards,
Scott Lightner
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: Sharon <sharonfarnsworth@yahoo.com>
To: "mayor&council@chandleraz.gov" <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>, 

"jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov" <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>, 
"rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov" <rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov>, 
"trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov" <trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov>, 
"nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov" <nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov>, "jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov" 
<jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov>, "jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov" <jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov>, 
"kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov" <kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov>

Date: 05/08/2014 12:09 AM
Subject: Arizona K9 Center

To Whom it May Concern,

As a member of the Chandler community and a dog owner I implore you to give consideration the Braaten family and 
the Arizona K9 Center. I have taken my dogs to their current facility over the span of many years and have nothing 
but the utmost support for the work that they do and future growth they can achieve with your support. 

Thank you,
Sharon Farnsworth
sharonfarnsworth@yahoo.com
480.217.2242
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: MrJPav@aol.com
To: jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov
Date: 05/06/2014 04:12 PM
Subject: Emailing: Letter to Mayor

Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
 
Letter to Mayor
 

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain 
types of file attachments.  Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

Letter to Mayor.docxLetter to Mayor.docx
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: "Jacci Hall" <jacci.hall@cox.net>
To: <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>



Date: 05/07/2014 08:09 AM
Subject: May 8th vote

May 6, 2014                            
 
 
Mayor Jay Tibshraeny
Office of the Mayor 
Mail Stop 603
P.O. Box 4008
Chandler, AZ 85244‐4408
 
 
RE:  DVR13‐0017, AZ Canine Learning Center
 
 
Dear Mayor Tibshraeny:
 
We approve of and support DVR13‐0017, AZ Canine Learning Center, to be located at 1535 N. 
Dobson RD., Chandler, AZ. 
We believe this organization and its Mission will be a credit to our city and further the goals of 
Chandler now and in the future.  The collaboration with the police force, the service to people 
with disabilities, and the care given to animals in need are each worthy of support.  The unique 
method of expanding their efforts in overall service is pioneering in the best way. There is a 
thoughtful and considerate plan in place, another star in Chandler’s crown.
 
Please vote to approve at the May 8, 2014 Council Meeting at 7 pm.
a
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert A. Hall and Jacci D. Hall
Names printed
 
 
305 W Barrow Drive   Chandler, AZ   85225
_____________________________________________________ ____________________My 
address                                                
 
 
( 480 )‐  926 ‐‐2987
phone number
 
 



----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: "Rita Olson" <Rita1716@cox.net>
To: <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>
Date: 05/07/2014 09:34 PM
Subject: May 8th Meeting Agenda - Support of DVR13-0017, AZ Canine Learning Center

Dear Mayor Tibshraeny,
 
I plan to attend tomorrow’s council meeting in support of DVR13‐0017:
AZ Canine Learning Center, to be located at 1535 N. Dobson RD., Chandler, AZ. 
 
I’ve read the Braaten’s impressive business plan and am excited for the prospect of a new 
canine facility right in my neighborhood.
Plus, I can keep my tax dollars in Chandler, I won’t have to travel to Tempe!
 
I hope you will support it as well.   Thank you for your consideration.
 
Best Regards,
 
Rita Olson
1716 W. Oakland Street
Chandler AZ  85224
480‐699‐1375
rita1716@cox.net 
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: Betsy Powell <betsyp@sirspeedy2116.com>
To: "rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov" <rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov>, 

"trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov" <trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov>, 
"nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov" <nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov>, "kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov" 
<kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov>, "jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov" <jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov>, 
"jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov" <jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov>

Date: 05/08/2014 11:18 AM
Subject: Letter in support of DVR13-0017 - AZ Canine Learning Center

Dear Vice Mayor Heumann and Council Members,
Please see the attached letter for tonights council meeting in support of DVR13‐0017 – AZ Canine 
Learning Center.
Thank you!
 

Betsy Powell
Direct: 480‐505‐9435
Main: 480‐963‐0073 Ext 114
 



3344 N. Delaware St. • Chandler, AZ 85225
www.sirspeedy2116.com

 DVR13-0017-AZ Canine Learning Center.pdfDVR13-0017-AZ Canine Learning Center.pdf

----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: Aerik Braaten <aerikbraaten@yahoo.com>
To: "mayor&council@chandleraz.gov" <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>, 

"jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov" <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>, 
"rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov" <rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov>, 
"trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov" <trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov>, 
"nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov" <nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov>, "kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov" 
<kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov>, "jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov" <jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov>, 
"jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov" <jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov>

Date: 05/08/2014 12:08 PM
Subject: Support for The Arizona K9 Center from the San Tan Brewery

A letter of support for The Arizona K9 Center from The San Tan Brewery and its 

Founders. aarons letter.pdfaarons letter.pdf

----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: d t <dtbfpsafe@gmail.com>
To: mayor&council@chandleraz.gov, jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov, rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov, 

trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov, nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov, kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov, 
jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov, jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov

Date: 05/08/2014 12:12 PM
Subject: The Arizona K9 Center

Hello,

Since I cannot attend the meeting tonight I would like to express my support for The Arizona K9 
Center. This is a very hard working group with great intentions and good hearts. the k9 center 
would be a great addition to the community and it would be worth your time to alow that to 
happen. 

Thank you,
Dan Tobin
----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: Shanzoe160 <shanzoe160@gmail.com>
To: "mayor&council@chandleraz.gov" <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>, 

"jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov" <jay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov>, 
"rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov" <rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov>, 
"trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov" <trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov>, 
"nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov" <nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov>, "kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov" 
<kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov>, "jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov" <jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov>, 
"jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov" <jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov>

Date: 05/08/2014 12:27 PM
Subject: Arizona K9 Center



I support the Arizona k9 center!

Sent from my iPhone
Sent from my iPhone

----- Forwarded by Susan Moore/COC on 05/08/2014 03:00 PM -----

From: Diane Richardson <dianewrichardson@gmail.com>
To: ay.tibshraeny@chandleraz.gov, rick.heumann@chandleraz.gov, trinity.donovan@chandleraz.gov, 

nora.ellen@chandleraz.gov, kevin.hartke@chandleraz.gov, jack.sellers@chandleraz.gov, 
jeff.weninger@chandleraz.gov

Date: 05/08/2014 02:34 PM
Subject: AZ Canine City Council Meeting: DVR13-0017

                                                                                                                        3210 S. Laguna Drive

                                                                                                                        Chandler, Arizona 
85248 

                                                                                                                        May 8, 2014

Mayor and City Council of Chandler Members

Chandler, Arizona 

 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members,

               As a resident of Chandler, I would feel honored to have A-way to Wag Day Care and 
Boarding in our community. They will be serving the community in many ways. They will be 
helping our disabled with canine assist dogs. Our police and fire departments will have support 
with their animals. One on one training, doggy day care and boarding will also be available. 
They will be doing all of these things and many more. What may be most important to their 
immediate homeowners is that they are a conscientious and responsible neighbor.

               One of their functions will positively enrich lives in many ways. It is very important to 
disabled or traumatized individuals to have canine assist and therapy dogs. Having this 
assistance will enable them to have more productive and better lives. This service is offered at 
A-way to Wag Day Care and Boarding. Our First Responders, Fire and Police as well as the 
people that are helped in disasters will benefit from having canine and training support from this 
facility. As a service to the community they will also assist our Chandler Canine Officers by 
providing a training area and hydrotherapy for their animals.  

               As a business, there function is desperately needed.  They will keep temporarily 
displaced animals while their family is in the hospital or not otherwise able to care for them. 
A-way to Wag Day Care also provides one on one training for owners and their animals. I have 
witnessed this training for my daughter Amanda’s dog that was scared of other dogs. The 



dog was a lot calmer around other dogs after its session with the Nathan Braaten. Also 
when Amanda and I were for her dog training, they kept the premises very clean. We went 
outside for some training. After we returned, Nathan’s assistant immediately cleaned up 
after a dog that had gone to the bathroom while we were outside. It was a little warm 
outside too and they gave Amanda’s dog Bella some water. She spilled a little bit of it and 
they cleaned it up right away. They also provide doggy day care and boarding too.

               The owners of the business are extremely considerate of their neighbors. This location 
will be a combination of private residence for the owners and a private K9 center. The owners 
will be living on site so management will be present 24/7. The dogs will be kept indoors in a 
20,000 square foot air-conditioned warehouse day and night. On a rotational basis, the dogs will 
go outdoors to play. They will be accompanied by a trainer to insure that they are quiet. This 
outdoor play area will be confined to a 50 foot by 100 foot area that will be surrounded by a 
solid mason fence with trees and shrubbery. This area is limited to the daytime hours from 9 am 
to 6 pm. There are four acres surrounding the warehouse and play area as an additional buffer 
zone. The whole seven acre site will be enclosed by a solid mason fence.  The center hours of 
operation will be normal business hours Monday-Friday from 6:00 am-7:00 pm, Saturday from 
10:00 am-5:00 pm, and will be closed on Sundays. Currently, the business is located in a 
shopping center in Tempe. I have been a customer at the salon close by in that same 
shopping center for several years, and I have never heard any dogs barking on my way to, 
from, or in the salon.

               In conclusion, I sincerely hope that the City Council supports the establishment of this 
business in Chandler; it will benefit the community immensely.  I may be reached at my email 
address or home phone number listed below. Unfortunately, I will not be there to night as I am a 
teacher and I am giving a final exam from 7:10-9:00. My husband, Dave Richardon, will 
represent our family.

                                                                                                                        Regards,

                                                                                                                        Diane E. 
Richardson         

                                                                                                                        
dianewrichardson@gmail.com

                                                                                                                        480-963-2586




