
ORDINANCE NO. 4544 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CHANDLER, ARIZONA, AMENDING SECTIONS 27-1 THROUGH 
27-8 OF CHAPTER 27 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHANDLER 
RELATING TO THE NAME OF THE DEPARTMENT AND 
DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Chandler, Arizona, as follows: 

JUN 2 6 2014 

Section 1. That Sections 27-1 through 27-8 of Chapter 27 of the Code of the City of 
Chandler are hereby amended to read as follows: 

Chapter 27- FIRE, HEALTH AND MEDICAL PROTECTION 

27-1. - Creation; appointment of members; powers and duties of Fire Chief; definitions. 

A. There shall be a Fire, Health and Medical Depatiment, headed by a Fire Chief who shall be 
responsible for the direction and incident management of all firefighting, fire-prevention, fire 
protection, hazardous materials, technical rescue, emergency medical, and public health activities 
within the City. The Fire Chief shall also be responsible for planning and developing programs 
to protect life, health, safety, and property in the City. The Fire Chief and the City Manager shall 
be responsible for establishing departmental policies and rules necessary for the operation of the 
Department. The Fire Chief shall assign personnel and maintain a training program. The City 
Manager shall, on the basis of merit and fitness, appoint the Fire Chief and all subordinate 
firefighters and members of the Department. 

B. Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter and unless the context plainly requires otherwise: 

Fire means response to incidents involving fire and other emergencies including 
hazardous material and technical rescue. 

Firefighter means employee of the Fire, Health and Medical Department regularly 
assigned to hazardous duties of the type normally expected for firefighting, emergency 
medical response, public health emergencies and special operations involving hazardous 
materials or technical rescues. 

Health means preparedness and response for widespread health emergencies and 
protection and public education activities related to community health issues. 

Medical means response to assess and treat patients through completion of treatment or 
transfer of care to a receiving facility. 



27-2.- Fire, health and medical service outside City- When rendered. 
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No fire, emergency medical, or public health service shall be rendered outside the City by the 
Fire, Health and Medical Department, except in the following cases: 

A. To protect City property located outside the City. 

B. To protect property within the City threatened by a fire outside the City. 

C. To protect other public property within a reasonable distance of the City limits. 

D. To go to the aid of a community threatened with disaster or loss of life as the result of 
a spreading and uncontrolled conflagration, emergency medical or public health event. 

E. To go to the aid of a fire protection district or municipality having a mutual/automatic 
aid agreement in force with the City. 

F. To provide fire, emergency medical, or public health services by contract for other 
than incorporated properties. 

27-3.- Fire, Health and Medical Department services by contract for other than 
incorporated areas. 

A. The Fire, Health and Medical Department is hereby authorized, but not required, to provide 
service by contract to the following areas not in the boundaries of the City of Chandler: 

1. Property surrounded by the City, but not within the City boundaries, i.e., County 
Islands; or 

2. Other property as recommended by the Fire Chief. 

B. The fire services described above shall be provided only on the following basis: 

1. Annual subscription fire service rate. An elective fire protection real estate annual 
assessment rate per one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) assessed value ofthe property will 
be established by resolution of the City Council from time to time. The annual 
assessment will be determined by the estimated full cash value of the City and the Fire, 
Health and Medical Department's annual operating budget. 

2. Special contract service. The Fire, Health and Medical Department is authorized to 
contract with individuals, corporations, businesses, and other groups for emergency 
services on an hourly basis, plus administrative charges at rates established by resolution 
of the City Council from time to time. 

C. The City may respond with fewer units or personnel on the occurrence of any presently 
unforeseen circumstance, such as a major fire or several concurrent fires, other emergency, 
reduction in force, or other situation in which there is a shortage of personnel or equipment. 
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If all fire units are unavailable, the Chandler Fire, Health and Medical Department will make 
every reasonable effort to break away to respond on each fire/emergency medical/public health 
call from the individual. 

D. The Fire Chief/designee is authorized to represent the City in the administration of individual 
contracts. 

27-4. -Authority to respond in unincorporated areas when no contract has been signed; 
user fee for such response. 

A. The Fire, Health and Medical Department is hereby authorized, but not required, to provide 
service to unincorporated areas, as recommended by the Fire Chief, in the absence of a contract. 

B. A user fee is hereby established to be paid by the property owner of the property to which the 
Fire, Health and Medical Department responds. The user fee shall be the same as established for 
individual response contract service as set forth hereinabove. 

27-5.- Same-Protection of property of governmental agencies. 

Nothing in this chapter shall prevent the Fire, Health and Medical Department from rendering 
service to buildings which are owned or operated by the County, the State, the United States, 
school districts or by other such governmental agencies. 

27-6. - Same-Decision of Fire Chief to furnish service. 

The Fire Chief shall, at the time of a request for service outside of the City, determine if the Fire, 
Health and Medical Department can, with safety to the property within the City limits, render 
City fire protection. The decision to furnish such protection shall be at the discretion of the Fire 
Chief. 

27-7.- Same-Mutual aid agreements. 

The City Manager shall be authorized to negotiate mutual aid agreements between the City and 
any municipality or publicly constituted fire district within a reasonable distance of the City 
wishing to participate in reciprocal fire protection service under the following conditions: 

A. The participating municipalities and fire districts shall maintain a Fire Department 
adequate for their ordinary fire protection purposes and shall call on the City for 
additional fire service only for fires too large to be handled by their equipment and 
personnel or when their Fire Department is already engaged at a fire. 

B. The agreement shall specifically provide that the City shall not be liable in damages 
for failure to respond to a call for assistance nor for negligence in its operation at the fire. 

C. The agreement shall not be effective until properly approved by the governing body 
of the participating municipality or fire district. 

D. No response will be made by the Fire, Health and Medical Department to calls for 
assistance in the event that prior or coincident fire calls involving property within the 
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City have been received which, in the judgment of the Fire Chief, may require the full 
force use of City equipment. 

The absence of a mutual aid agreement shall not be cause for refusal of aid to a 
community where extreme emergency conditions are present and where fire protection 
equipment and personnel of the City can be spared for such service. 

27-8. - Fees. 

The City Council is authorized to adopt by resolution fees for the use of the City of Chandler 
Fire, Health and Medical Training facilities and for training provided by the City of Chandler 
Fire, Health and Medical Department. 

INTRODUCED AND TENTATIVELY APPROVED by the City Council ofthe City of 
Chandler, Arizona, this day of , 2014. 

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK MAYOR 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Chandler, Arizona this __ day 
of , 2014. 

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK MAYOR 

Approved as to form: 

CITY ATTORNEY f</U-



CERTIFICATION 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing Ordinance No.4544 was duly passed and 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Chandler, Arizona, at a regular meeting held on the 
__ day of , 2014, and that a quorum was present thereat. 

CITY CLERK 

Published: 


