
Dobson Estates III Meeting Agenda 
June 17, 2013 

Koinonia Mennonite Church – 2505 N. Dobson Rd 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

1. Agenda Review ‐ Neighborhood Leaders 

2. Introductions – Staff  

3. Survey Results Overview 

4. Neighborhood Action Planning 

5. City Resources Presentations 

a. Code Enforcement 

b. Transportation & Development 

c. Block Watch 

6. Traditional Neighborhood Academy/Signage Program 

7. Final Thoughts & Next Steps 



Dobson Estates III Neighborhood 

Meeting Notes – Monday, June 17, 2013 

 Judy Ramos, Neighborhood Programs Coordinator, introduced City of Chandler staff: Malcolm Hankins, 

Neighborhood Preservation Manager, Dan Cook, Transportation Manager, Officer Valenzuela, Crime 

Prevention (PD), Cristabel Dykstra, Neighborhood Programs Assistant. Ramos also introduced 

Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) members Larry Arthington and Marc Young.   

 Ramos went over the neighborhood survey results.   

 Hankins gave an overview of the Code Enforcement process and answered Code‐related questions from 

the residents. He provided his contact information and asked residents to call Code Enforcement to report 

any code violations.  

 Cook gave an overview of Transportation and Development and addressed the street issues indicated in 

the survey.  

 He stated he would have a street crew check the streets and take care of potholes and cracks. He said 

street resurfacing is budget driven and the streets in worst condition are repaved first based on the 

budget allotted for the fiscal year. He said he would also send a crew to do a night inspection of the 

streetlights and make sure they are up to standards.  

 Office Valenzuela gave an overview of the Block Watch program. She said based on the survey, there little 

criminal activity in the neighborhood. She indicated that Officer Chavarria is the Block Watch program 

officer but was currently out of town. She encouraged the residents to contact Officer Chavarria to start 

Block Watch on their streets. 

 Ramos gave an overview of the Traditional Neighborhood Academy and the Signage program. She 

thanked David Wolff for his neighborhood outreach and for completing the Academy. She indicated the 

surveys for the signs will be mailed out in the fall so residents can vote for their favorite design. The street 

design that wins will be the one that will be placed on the major entry points of the neighborhood. The 

residents at the meeting provided recommendations for changes on a few of the street logo designs. (The 

graphic artist is currently working on making these updates such as the year the neighborhood was 

established and changes to designs #2 and #4). 

 Ramos explained the Neighborhood Action Plan that will put together for the neighborhood from the four 

questions that were asked from each of the residents (refer to Action Plan).  

 Ramos thanked the residents for attending the meeting.  

 

 



Dobson Estates III Neighborhood 

Follow up to Neighborhood Concerns ‐ Monday, June 17, 2013 

 
Resident Alley Paving Concerns 

The alley paving that the Streets Division will be performing in the next several months is in the following 

areas:    

1. The area bounded by Dobson, Warner, Alma School, and  Knox  

2. The small area bounded by Alma School, Elliot, Evergreen, and Cheyenne  

3. The area bounded by Evergreen, Kent Drive, Nebraska, and Ray Road 

 
Resident Exposed Alley Concerns 
 

A resident mentioned that there were exposed wires on the ground in the alley behind his house (West 

Mesquite St.)  Any exposed wires on the ground need to be moved overhead or buried.    

1. Staff discovered that the wires belong to Centurylink. Centurylink is working with City staff to 

obtain the required permits to take care of this issue. 

 

Resident Street Condition Concerns 
 

The street condition of Central Ave between Mesquite and Elliott Roads is an issue. The potholes are 

getting bigger and a couple of weeks ago they striped the street, just wondering when they will get to us. 

1. That section of Central should be repaved either by this fall 2013 or next spring 2014 

 

Additional City Resources 

 

 Block Watch ‐ Contact Officer Dan Chavarria at Daniel.chavarria@chandleraz.gov or call 480‐782‐

4967 to get Block Watch started in your area 

 

 To Report a Street Light Problem – Call 480‐782‐3460, be sure to provide the street light # which is 

located on the light post 

 

 To Report a Code Violation ‐ Call 480‐782‐4320 or visit www.chandleraz.gov and click on the 

residents tab and scroll down to “Contact Us”. Make sure to leave your name telephone number if 

you want to be contacted on the status of your complaint 

 

 Neighborhood Programs ‐ Call 480‐782‐4354 to find out about Neighborhood Grants, the 

Neighborhood Academy and the Mayor’s Listening Tour. To subscribe the quarterly News for 

Neighbors Newsletter email: cristabel.dykstra@chandleraz.gov 



DOBSON ESTATES III NEIGHBORHOOD Action PLAN 

Top Focus Neighborhood Concerns Ideas to Improve the Condition 

#1 Public 
Safety 

1. More police patrol  
2. Enforce speeding on Central and Barrow  
3. Emergency preparedness 
4. Know our neighbors 

1. Work with City to start/join Block Watch 
2. Find out what we can do to organize a 

neighborhood party at Shawnee Park 
3. G.A.I.N. Event or Block Watch Party  
4. Neighborhood garage sale  
5. Neighborhood picnic/Group Pot Luck 
6. Movie night – set up movie screen and projector 
7. Block Party 
8. Pancake Breakfast/Dessert Party 

1. More lighting 
2. Speed limit signs 
3. Repave Central Dr.  
4. Replaced sun-faded street signs 
5. Block walls at Central Dr. and Elliot Rd 

need to be repaired and painted 
6. Maintenance on exterior alley walls 

1. Notify the City of anything that does not look 
right or needs improvement 

1. More Code Enforcement  
2. Maintenance on exterior alley walls 
3. More trees  

1. Make homeowners take care of their share of 
the alley 

2. Notify the City of anything that does not look 
right or needs improvement 

3. Install home owner pride with new homeowners 
for front yard curb appeal 

4. Bring dumpster for clean-ups every 3-6 month at 
Shawnee Park 

5. Help with weed control  

#2 Streets & 
Public Rights‐

of‐way 
 

Leads 

#3  
Maintenance/
Neighborhood 

Feel 

Neighborhood 
Leader and other 
neighbors working 
with 
Neighborhood 
Programs to 
implement ideas. 

1.  Residents 
initiative to contact 
Streets Division to 
replace specific 
signs in the area 

2. Streets to assess 
lighting and alley 
conditions 

 

Resident Initiative 
Neighborhood 

Leader and other 
neighbors working 
with 
Neighborhood 
Programs to 
implement ideas. 

Follow Up and Status 

1.  In Process  

1.  See Attached Notes regarding Streets Concerns 
 

1.   In Process 

What makes Dobson Estates III Neighborhood a great place to live? It’s a stable, safe, and diverse neighborhood (non‐HOA). This well established older neighborhood 
offers many homes that are well maintained and good and friendly neighbors.  The neighborhood gets its character from the individual designs of the homes which 
gives this neighborhood a unique charm.  



A. Personal Safety 

The Dobson Estates III Neighborhood is a Traditional Neighborhood located  at Alma School Rd and Shawnee 
Dr . The homes in the neighborhood were built in 1979. This is an opportunity to take an inventory of existing 
conditions and identify the neighborhood characteristics that make the neighborhood desirable and identify those 
issues that negatively impact the neighborhood.   
 
The City of Chandler Neighborhood Resources Office is assisting neighborhood leaders to initiate this process. 
The first step in the process is a neighborhood survey. To help us understand your neighborhood and the issues 
you think are important, please take a moment to give us your thoughts and ideas. If you have any questions, 
please call Judy Ramos, Neighborhood Programs Coordinator, at (480) 782-4348.  Your input is important. Thank 
you.  

Please circle the answer that most accurately describes your neighborhood right now.  

        
           1      2          3                4      5 

       Agree    Somewhat   Somewhat       Disagree        Don’t  
           Agree      Disagree                               Know 

1.  I feel safe walking at night in my neighborhood. 31 25 4 2 

2.  The street lighting levels in my neighborhood are good. 37 18 7 2 

3.  I feel safe in my home and in my neighborhood. 38 24 1 0 

4. I feel my neighborhood is safe for children to play  
      outside.  

25 24 8 1 

2 

0 

0 

6 

B. Neighborhood Vehicles 

5.  Cars follow the speed limit in my neighborhood. 7 15 12 29 

6.  My neighborhood is free of inoperable vehicles. 21 19 9 12 

7.  Vehicles are improperly parked in front yards, off the 
driveway or on unimproved surfaces.  

14 13 6 23 

8.  Is long-term street parking an issue on your street?  10 Yes  54 No     

1 

3 

8 

  

Dobson Estates III 
Neighborhood Survey 

RESULTS   
213 Surveys Mailed, 64 Completed, 7 Returned Mail, 144 No Response  



C. Police Interaction 

 9. The police respond promptly to calls for assistance in 
our neighborhood.  

33 11 3 0 17 

10.  My neighborhood is free of drug and gang activity.  20 17 6 6 16 

12.  Would you be interested in participating in a   
neighborhood Block Watch Program to assist in 
protecting you and your neighbors from crime? 

42 Yes   21 No   

11.  My neighborhood participates in the Block-Watch. 19 11 2 9 21 

E. Social 

18.  Neighbors work together to solve neighborhood 
issues. 

7 20 4 11 

19.  I know my immediate neighbors. 41 14 7 1 

20.  My neighborhood is a great place to live.  32 29 2 1 

21.  Do you know of or are you an elderly or disabled 
person in your neighborhood that needs assistance with 
yard work? 

 
6 Yes  

 
58 No 

  

22 

7 

0 

 

           1      2          3                4      5 

       Agree    Somewhat   Somewhat       Disagree        Don’t  
           Agree      Disagree                               Know 

D. Property Maintenance 

13.  Alleys are well maintained. (Ex: no overgrown weeds  
or dumping of trash) 

6 19 19 20 

14. Yards are well maintained. (Ex: no overgrown 
vegetation) 

9 26 15 14 

15.  Homes are well maintained. (Ex: roofs, paint, fences,   
outside storage of junk or garbage) 

12 29 13 10 

16.  Yard sales have become a concern in my 
neighborhood.  

1 4 6 41 

17.  Neighbors are always improving their properties/
homes. 

8 31 9 15 

0 

0 

0 

12 

1 

22. Identify one improvement that would make your neighborhood a better place to live? 

See Comment Sheet  



Other 

   

  

24.  Did you know you live in a Registered Neighborhood?  11 Yes  51 No  

  

25.  We will be conducting a meeting in your neighborhood to review 
the survey results. Would you like to provide us with your contact 
information so we can notify you of the meeting date, location and 
time? 

36 Yes  26 No 

  

   

  

26. Have you ever heard about the Mayor’s Listening Tours?   
 7 Yes  55 No 

  

27.  Have you heard about the Traditional Neighborhood  Academy?  
 7 Yes  55 No 

  

If “Yes” please provide us with your contact information below: 

Name _______________________________             Phone ____________________________ 

Address  _____________________________            Email _____________________________ 

Please place your completed survey in the enclosed postage paid envelope and return it to us by U.S. Mail by 
Monday, May 13, 2013.  If you have any questions please contact Judy Ramos at 480-782-4348 or email:  

judy.ramos@chandleraz.gov . 

Thank you for your participation! 

(optional  -  see comment sheet) 

A. How many persons live in your household? _____  

B. Do you own or rent your home? Rent _____ Own _____  

C. How long have you lived in your current home? Years _____  Months _____  

 23.  In a few words, please describe your neighborhood.  
 
See Comment Sheet  



Dobson Estates III Neighborhood Survey  

Comment Sheet 

E. Social  

22. Identify one improvement that would make your neighborhood a better place to live. 

 Too many barking dogs with owners not controlling them.  

 Close the alleys. Come up with new neighborhood name.  

 Keep the streets in better condition. Repave Central from Elliot to Mesquite.  X9 

 Improve curb appeal on rental houses – weeds and junk cars. X5 

 Street lights malfunctioning. Takes a long time to be repaired. X3 

 Front and back yards better maintained. X5 

 Keep lawn and alley clean. X4 

 Sell the banked‐owned home.  

 Enforcement on speeding on Mesquite St and Barrow Dr. between Central and Alma School. 

Need speed humps. X6 

 More police presence at night.  

 Remove the stop sign or make intersection a cul‐de‐sac at Mesquite and Central. Vehicles 

speed and blow thru stop sign.  

 People walking their dogs do not pick up after them.  

 More trees.  

 Enforce noise ordinance.  

 Keep people from other areas filling up trash containers in alley. 

 Keep City employees from driving heavy pick‐ups on sidewalk and through grass areas at 

Shawnee Park.  

 Keep park free of drugs.  

 Enforce Shawnee Park and Bark Park Rules.  

 Clear weeds and green pools from vacant homes.  

 Pave alleys.  

 Not so many Title 9 homes.  

 Yard maintenance, too many people have weeds everywhere. 

 People drive too fast down Central Dr. 

 Strangers frequent the alleyways. 

 Not have so many cars parked on the street. 

 Code Enforcement for trash in alley‐Have called twice on neighbor who throws bags of trash 

into the alley‐when people or dogs go through them and trash is everywhere. 

 Across the street is a large electrical cabinet that is peeling off paint and rusted 

 

 

 



Other 

23. In a few words, please describe your neighborhood.  

 Mostly safe with friendly neighbors.  

 It’s awesome.  

 Really like the neighborhood and Pomeroy Elementary.  

 Safe, Quiet, Good. X3 

 Diversified middle class. 

 A bit run‐down. X2 

 Property value declining.  

 Good neighbors on my street. X2 

 Low to moderate income neighborhood. X3 

 No HOA. X3 

 Tight‐knit, established neighborhood.  

 Older, friendly neighborhood. X3 

 Convenient for public transit, shopping and elementary school.  

 Older, moderate neighborhood. X2 

 Neighborhood with well‐maintained homes.  

 Too many rentals. X2 

 A nice neighborhood to raise your kids in.  

 Unique architecture and mature growth.  

 Very friendly and easy to live in.  

 Mature Landscape.  

 Lots of potential – mostly friendly neighbors.  

 Love the park.  

 Nice and friendly. X3 

 Working‐class neighborhood.  

 Happy, Friendly. 

 Decent and fairly peaceful. 

 Safe, friendly, older. 

 Fairly quiet, clean, neighbors walk the street all the time 
 

Optional 
 

A. How many persons live in your household? 

1‐2: 26   3‐4: 10   5‐6: 3    7 or more: 0 
 

B. Do you rent or own your home? 

Rent: 3     Own: 36 
 

C. How long have you lived in your current home:  

0‐5 years: 9    5‐10 years: 7    10‐15 years: 8   15 years or more: 15 






