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Southwest Shawnee Park Neighborhood had the best neighborhood event in 2015. Southwest Shawnee 

Park (located in the NEC of Dobson and Warner) is a quiet, family oriented community.  The 

elementary school is in the center of the block.  My husband and I have lived in the neighborhood for 

over 13 years and haven’t really gotten to know our neighbors other than the occasional wave of the 

hand.  After going through the non-traditional neighborhood academy in May we wanted to get 

something started in our neighborhood.  One of the main items our neighborhood wanted to see was a 

sense of community and a neighborhood block watch.  Once we learned about the G.A.I.N. event and 

we immediately wanted to participate and have it be a kick-off to neighborhood events.  We spread the 

word of the event, posted it on NextDoor and also created flyers for our neighbors to draw interest.  

With the support of another neighbor, we supplied hamburgers, hot dogs, kid drinks and water, a 

bounce house and had a nice craft for the children.  We asked neighbors to bring a side dish and the 

beverage of preference.  The DUI unit gave us a surprise visit to get our party started!  It was slow at 

first with just the two neighbors hosting the event but as the afternoon continued we had more 

neighbors interested in the activities.  The Robot truck and Command truck came to visit and this drew 

a big crowd.  We even had a surprise visit City Council members!  We had more neighbors stop by 

from neighboring streets, including a few people from other neighborhoods who had heard about our 

event.  It was such a nice atmosphere with kids laughing, adults talking, everyone eating and enjoying 

themselves.  We had a chance to meet our neighbors on a more personal level and we drew a big 

crowd.  It was a great way to get to know each other in a relaxed manner and in the safety of our 

neighborhood.    The event was such a success we already have volunteers to help with the next one! 










