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September   
Can you feel a hint of fall in the air? Days are shorter and nights and mornings are 
cooler. Many of the non-desert plants are starting to perk up, and all plants can be 
watered less often. To help minimize the impact of the current drought, we are 
encouraging all water customers to consider limiting, or forgoing, overseeding with 
winter rye. You can save over 8,000 gallons of water for every 1,000 sq.ft. of grass. 
Recommendations below are for plants that are established in the landscape (in the 
ground about 2 years). 
  
Lawn watering: 
     Summer grass (Bermuda) - once every 4 days 
     Overseeded cool season grass (rye) - 4 times per day for first 7-10 days to 
     germinate, then reduce to once a day for a week, then once every 2 days.  
If trees and shrubs are on the same valve: 
     Desert Adapted - once every 18 days 
     High Water Use - once every 9 days 
Tree watering: 
     Desert Adapted - once every 21 days 
     High Water Use - once every 10 days 
Shrub watering: 
     Desert Adapted - once every 16 days 
     High Water Use - once every 7 days 
Groundcover and vine watering: 
     Desert Adapted - once every 16 days 
     High Water Use - once every 5-6 days 
Cacti and succulent watering - once every 28 days 
Annuals watering - once every 3-4 days 
  
**Reduce your landscape watering 30 to 50 percent by adjusting your irrigation each 
season.** "Landscape Watering by the Numbers: A Guide for the Arizona Desert" will 
help you determine how much water to apply and how long to run your system. 
request a free copy at www.chandlerzaz.gov/water or visit the interactive web site at 
http://www.wateruseitwisely.com .  
  
Bonus tip: We've developed the Top 10 reasons to Skip Overseeding this year.  It's 
usually better for the lawn to forego this process 1 out of every 3 years.   
   
Note: These recommendations are a general guideline only and may need to be 
modified for your specific site conditions. 

 
 

 
Ask A Garden Goddess 

 
 

My Yellow Bells are being 
eaten by something. 

What is it? 
 

They're baaaack! Yellow Bells 
and Orange Bells have been 

targeted by a small caterpillar that 
munches on tender flower buds 

and leaves. 
 

The best way to control them is to 
spray your plants with a product 

that contains Bt (pronounced Bee 
Tee) a bacteria (Bacillus 

thuringiensis) that only targets 
caterpillars. It's safe for humans, 

pets and fish. (A similar product is 
used to control mosquitoes in 

standing water). 
 

Bt is sold under various labels 
such as Thuricide, Dipel, Safer 

Caterpillar Killer, etc. Mix 
according to directions and spray 
on the plant. Caterpillars eat the 
treated leaves and die within 3 -4 
days. Repeat applications may be 

necessary. 
  

Email your question to  
GardenGoddess@chandleraz.gov
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