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MEMORANDUM Planning Division — PZ Memo No. 14-103
DATE: NOVEMBER 19, 2014
TO: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
THRU: JEFF KURTZ, PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR %
KEVIN MAYO, PLANNING MANAGERm

FROM: SUSAN FIALA, CITY PLANNERﬁF

SUBJECT: ZUP14-0012 VERIZON WIRELESS — PRICE AND SR202

Request: Use Permit approval to install a monopalm wireless
communication facility

Location: ADOT right-of-way, located east of Price Road and south of the
Loop 202 Santan Freeway

Applicant: ~ Rob Jones, Wavelength Management
Owner: Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
RECOMMENDATION

Planning Staff, finding consistency with the General Plan, recommends approval subject to
conditions.

BACKGROUND

The request is for Use Permit approval to install a monopalm wireless communication facility
within the ADOT right-of-way, located east of Price Road and south of the Loop 202 Santan
Freeway. The proposed monopalm is 60 feet (ft.) in height, measured to the top of antennas.

Allred Park Place, a business park including a hotel was approved in May 2014, is south of the
facility and is permitted for buildings up to 150 ft. in height. ADOT right-of-way surrounds the
proposed monopalm. Hampton Inn and Suites and Homewood Suites are southeast. The nearest
residential developments are more than 1,800 ft. to the southeast. Price Road is about 700 feet
west of the wireless facility.

The Zoning Code requires a Use Permit for wireless communication facilities in non-industrial
zoning districts that do not utilize existing poles or towers.
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A monopalm is a cell tower disguised as a palm tree. The monopalm would be a Date Palm
design, having a minimum of 65 fronds, and antennas painted to match the fronds. The
equipment enclosure would be eight feet high and constructed of concrete masonry units. A state
approved pre-fabricated equipment shelter would be contained within the enclosure. Landscape
is not proposed to be installed. ADOT indicates they do not want additional landscape in their
right-of-way, see attached.

Within the immediate area, there are no other suitable alternatives for co-location of the wireless
communication facility on existing poles or towers. An inventory of existing facilities, vertical
towers, and structures located within an approximate one mile radius was prepared by the
applicant to assess alternative locations. The locations were analyzed to determine their
feasibility for collocation on utility poles, street and parking lot lights, monopoles, and other
verticalities. None of the locations met the frequency requirements and locational service needs.
The inventory is attached.

Photographic simulations of the wireless communication facility illustrating existing views and
proposed views were provided by the applicant. The simulations depict the equipment enclosure
and monopalm as viewed from several locations. The photo-simulations are attached.

DISCUSSION

Planning Staff finds the proposed location to be appropriate for a wireless communication
facility in the form of a 60 ft. monopalm. Existing verticalities include 90 ft. tall utility poles and
several multi-story hotels. The location appears to be the least visually intrusive. Once Alired
Park Place is built-out, this monopalm will become less noticeable. Planning Staff is of the
opinion that permitting the monopalm at this specific location is consistent with the review
factors examined as part of the Use Permit process.

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION
* This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.

* A neighborhood meeting was held on September 30, 2014. No one other than the applicant
attended. :

= At the time of this writing, there is no known opposition to this request.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Planning Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan, recommends approval of
ZUP14-0012 VERIZON WIRELESS — PRICE AND SR202, for a wireless communication
facility, subject to the following condition:

1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with approved exhibits. Expansion or
modification of the use beyond approved exhibits shall void the Use Permit and require new
Use Permit application and approval.

PROPOSED MOTION
Motion to recommend approval of Use Permit, ZUP14-0012 VERIZON WIRELESS — PRICE
AND SR202, subject to the conditions recommended by Planning Staff.
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Attachments

1. Vicinity Maps

2. Site Plan and Elevations
3. Narrative and Inventory
4. Photographic simulations
5. ADOT correspondence
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Verizonwireless

Wavelength Management

Site Name: Price and SR202

Arizona Department of Transportation Right of Way
Case Number: ZUP14-0012

Wavelength Management
2200 E. Williams Field Rd.
Suite 200
Gilbert, AZ 85295




Purpose of Request
Verizon Wireless is requesting a Use Permit to install a wireless communication facility. The proposed
facility will provide wireless services, as required by Verizon Wireless' FCC license, to fill a significant gap
in capacity. This site is necessary due to:

+ technological advancements

s growing number of customers

e increased usage of data

s increased voice calls

Description of Proposal
Verizon Wireless is proposing to develop a wireless communications facility on the Southeast corner of

Price Road and SR202. The facility is located within Arizona Department of Transportation's Right of Way.
This location has been carefully sited to limit the visual impact in this area while accomplishing Verizon's
need to provide high quality and reliable service to their customers including: commuters, businesses, hotel
residents, and first responders.

The proposed facility is necessary to assist in off-loading four (4) existing Verizon Wireless sites that are
reaching their capacity. Due to the large call volume and data usage the surrounding sites are reaching
their limits. The existing sites are shown on the “Alternative Sites” map provided below. Additionally this
site will provide voice and data services to the surrounding properties. This site is critical to maintain the
quality of voice and data usage in the area.

The proposed facility is comprised of a new 60 foot stealth monopalm and a new 12 foot X 26 foot state
approved, prefabricated shelter. The monopalm is designed to resemble the texture and color of a real date
palm tree and the antennas are painted to match the color of the fronds. The equipment shelter has a
pebble finish that blends with the landscape. The facility is surrounded by an 8 foot block wall painted
desert tan. Landscaping is not added due to this being an ADOT property. ADOT does not support the
installation of landscaping on their property (ADOT e-mail and letter attached).

The facility is on ADOT Right of Way south of the SR202 and north of existing SRP 69 kV lines that run
east and west. Access to the property is provided north on Price Road to an existing apron that enters East
to the secure ADOT property. The entire ADOT property has a 6 foot chain link security fence with a locked
gate at the entrance.

This is an unmanned facility that will be visited infrequently for maintenance. This site requires electric and
telephone utilities. These utilities will be installed underground to the site. This development does not emit
any odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or glare. The RF emissions from this site are well within
the FCC guidelines for a wireless communications facility.

Relationship to Surrounding Properties and Neighborhood Impact

This proposed facility will not be detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity, to adjacent
properties, to the neighborhood, or to public welfare in general, and the use will be in full conformity with
the conditions, requirements and standards prescribed by City of Chandler’s Code.

The proposed wireless communication facility is sited on Arizona Department of Transportation Right of
Way. The property is unassessed and covers the entire SR101 and SR202 interchange and rights of way
surrounding the interchange. To the South of the proposed facility is currently 23.76 acres of undeveloped
PAD property. The monopole is set back from the property to the South by more than 53 feet. The property
to the South along with other vacant parcels in the vicinity, under Allred Park Place, are currently being
reviewed by the City to be rezoned. The proposed rezoning consists of the change from the current PAD
that allows 85 foot high mid-rise buildings to a PAD that allows a mid-rise overlay for buildings up to 150
feet in height. The mid-rise building appears to be in close proximity to the proposed wireless
communication facility. The remaining properties to the North, East and West are all ADOT. The closest
single family residence is more than 1900 feet to the East in Vintage Villas.




The proposed facility is a considerable distance from any existing development. This facility will be visible
from Price Road, South of the interchange and the SR101 east bound onramp to the SR202. The facility
will be set back from Price Road approximately 700 feet, further reducing the visual impact. The facility will
be screened considerably from the SR202 due to the height of SR101 on ramp to the East bound SR202.
This on ramp sits 31 feet above the proposed facility at its highest point and descends to 21 feet above the
facility to the East of the onramp. The interchange acts to screen the visibility of this facility from the North,
East and West.

The primary areas that will improve are adjacent to the proposed facility, listed below. This site will also
provide service to local consumers, commuters, businesses and first responders.

Commuters along SR202 Commuters along SR101 {Price Road)
Hampton Inn Hilton Inn
Fairlfield Inn Allred Park Place
Chandler Echelon Future for Spectrum Chandler
HOURS OF OPERATION

The proposed site will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, but is an unmanned facility with no personnel
and no regular hours of operation. The site will be connected to and monitored by a central switching center
in Maricopa County.

NOISE, LIGHT, NUISANCES AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

The proposed wireless communications facility will not use any water or generate any wastewater or solid
waste. There will be a motion detecting exterior light over the shelter door. The proposed facility will not
generate any noxious odors, sounds glare or vibrations affecting existing uses or surrounding areas. The
site is unmanned with no loading or unloading of supplies or materials storage. The only noise generated

will be the operation of standard cooling unit fans.

Alternative Site Review

Substantial research was completed to find a site that complies with the City of Chandler's ordinance. All
the properties that are within the search area were researched and interviewed. Due to the size of the
properties in the area the search area consisted of three (3) parcels. The other two (2) property owners
were not interested in leasing space for a wireless communication facility. The City requested that Verizon
look at moving the site further to the East and North of a proposed parking garage on the Allred Property.
Verizon feels this would compromise the design and not propagate signal to the intended areas due to
being blocked by the Hampton Inn building. This could potentially lend to the proliferation of towers.

Research was completed to find all other structures within a 1 mile radius of the proposed site. Within the
search area are many utility poles that go East and West along the SR202 as well as North and South, East
of the PAD - Allred Park Place Phase la. None of these poles are viable due to the fact that they are either
too far away or they have conductors in the area needed to mount antennas. Within a square mile are
several other towers north of the SR202. None are options to provide capacity off-load to the existing
Verizon sites. The existing sites are not viable because they are not in close proximity to the area needed
to provide the required wireless service. As evidenced on the attached "Alternative Sites" map this site is
equal distance from the existing Verizon Wireless sites. The heights provided below are from the FCC
Registration site

(http:/iwireless2.fee.gov/UIsApp/ AsrSearch/asrRegistrationSearch .jsp)
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Hotel Owner not interested

This request is the least intrusive means to off-load capacity from the existing Verizon Wireless sites and
provide reliable service to Verizon Customers in this area.

Location and Accessibility/ Circulation System

The proposed development is be accessible utilizing an existing apron from Price Road to the site.

The property is fenced and locked. This development will not increase traffic due to it being an unmanned
facility. This facility will not have a dedicated space for parking, but plenty of parking is available within close
proximity to the facility.

Development Schedule (phasing)

The overall development of the site will take approximately 45 days with the bulk of the work being
accomplished in the first 4 weeks. The work will be accomplished during regular business hours and will
require the use of standard grading equipment. During this time there may be multiple vehicles and laborers
performing the work. After the completion of development the site will only require general maintenance.
Verizon anticipates the site will be visited on average a few times a month. General maintenance usually
requires one work vehicle and can be accomplished 24/7.
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ADOT
' Jariice K. Brower, Governor

Intermodal Transportation
John 8, Halikawski, Director
Jannifer Toth, Stals Engineer
Robert Samour, Senior Beputy State Engineer, Operations
Dallas Hammit, Senlor Depuly State Enginear, Davelopmant

July 7%, 2014

City of Chandler
Development Services Depariment

Subject: Verizon PHO_One Payment

To Whom It May Concern:

After consultation with the Arizona Department of Transportation Phoenix District Engineer, we have
determined that ADOT does not support the concept of planting natural palms at or adjacent 1o the
proposed Verizon PHO_One Payment wireless communication facility,

The State of Arizona Is traditionally exempt from municipal plans review and approval. We request that
the cell tower companies that site their tower on our property go through the plans review process as a
courtesy. In this case, it is felt the additional palms would be detrimental to the interests of the State.

We respectfully ask that you take our position into consideration and approve the construction of the
facility without the additional landscaping requirement.

Sincerely,

A

4 { L T

Raul Torres

Manager

Property Management Department
Arizona Department of Transportation

Enclosures (#)
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