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MEMORANDUM Community Services Department Memo No. 06-1 11 

DATE: DECEMBER 27,2006 

T o :  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL n 
THRU: W. MARK PENTZ, CITY MANAG 

MARK M. EYNATTEN, COMM SERVICES DIRECTOR :-I(% - 

SUBJECT: CELEBRATION PLAZA HONOREE RECOMMENDATIONS 

RECOMMENDATION: The Chandler Parks and Recreation Board recommends the 
approval of the following Celebration Plaza honorees for 2006: 

Lenford C. Calley the Chandler Superintendent of Public Works from 1941-1959 was 
killed in an automobile accident on a return trip from a City of Chandler gravel pit. His 
responsibilities included street development and maintenance, the waterworks, parks, 
sewers, garbage collection and street sweeping. Lenford guided the infrastructure 
development for 20-25 subdivisions and saw water department connections increase from 
325 to 21,000 during his time of service. He saw a small tumbleweed tree in the yard of 
Mr. Barnum and asked him to construct one in the downtown square for the entire town 
to enjoy. This year Chandler celebrated the 5oth anniversary of the Tumbleweed Tree 
tradition. The Chandler Arizonan Newspaper stated, "Chandler is Calley's real hobby 
besides being his job". Being a prominent individual who made a significant mark on the 
city's future makes him a deserving recipient of this award. 

Officer Robert J. Nielsen, Chandler Police Officer, gave his life in the line of duty while 
driving to a call for assistance (June 12,2002). He was the second Chandler officer to be 
killed in the line of duty. Officer Nielsen deserves recognition on this wall of honor for 
his dedicated service to Chandler. 

Henry Salinas, founder of ICAN in 199 1, he has created an institution for Chandler that 
addressed problems facing youth in the poorer areas of the city. His dedication and 
creativity have strengthened our efforts to improve the lives of all young people and 
neighborhoods in Chandler through ICAN. He made a significant and lasting 
contribution to the community, which warrants recognition in Celebration Plaza. 
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BACKGROUND: The Parks and Recreation Board recommended changes to the park 
naming process in 2004. At that time, Celebration Plaza at Tumbleweed Park was embraced as a 
way to recognize individuals whose outstanding personal service have resulted in significant and 
enduring contributions to the community. The attached Celebration Plaza recognition criteria 
were approved by the City Council as a part of the park naming policy in November of 2004. 

In August of 2006, the Parks and Recreation Board appointed a subcommittee to evaluate and 
recommend nominations for recognition in 2006. 

Celebration Plaza is currently under construction. Staffs goal is to host a public dedication and 
recognition ceremony once the construction is finalized in March of 2007. 

DISCUSSION: Staff received nominations for thirteen individuals and two civic 
organizations during this year's nomination process. These nominations were forwarded to the 
subcommittee for evaluation and recommendation. The subcommittee met and analyzed the 
nominees, then formulated their recommendations. The subcommittee made their selections 
based upon the approved criteria and focused on enduring, significant contributions to Chandler. 
The subcommittee recommendations were presented to the Parks and Recreation Board at the 
December 5,2006 meeting. The board endorsed the recommendations and unanimously voted to 
recommend them on to Council for approval. 

The Parks and Recreation Board will publicly request nominations and follow this process every 
year. 

PROPOSED MOTION: Move to approve the recommendations from the Chandler Parks 
and Recreation Board that the following individuals be recognized with plaques in Celebration 
Plaza at Tumbleweed Park for 2006: 

Lenford C. Calley, 
Robert Nielsen, 
Henry Salinas. 

Attachments 



MEMORANDUM Community Services Department Memo No. 06-081 

DATE: DECEMBER 1,2006 
/ 

TO: PARKS AM) RECREATION BOARD - 

THRU: DAVID E. M~DOWELL, ASST. C O ~ T Y  SERVICES D F C T O ~ ~  

FROM: DANA BUTLER, PHILIP HETTMANSPERGER, DEAN VISSER, 
CELEBRATION PLAZA SUBCOMMITTEE 

i 

SUBJECT: EVALUATE AND RECOMMEND 2006 CELEBRATION PLAZA 
HONOREES 

RECOMMENDATION: The Celebration Plaza Subcommittee recommends the approval of 
the following Celebration Plaza nominees: 

Lenford C. Calley, (came to Chandler in 1930- died 1959) a City of Chandler 
Superintendent of Public Works killed in an automobile accident on a return trip fiom a 
City of Chandler gravel pit. He was instrumental in establishing the Tumbleweed 
Christmas Tree and that has been a standard for Chandler for as long as most people can 
remember. As a prominent individual who made a significant mark on the city's future 
makes him a deserving recipient for this award. 

Officer Robert J. Nielsen, Chandler Police Officer, gave his life in the line of duty while 
driving to a call for assistance (June 12,2002). He was the second officer to be killed in 
the line of duty. Along with his community service for Chandler, Officer Nielsen 
deserves pIacement in this wall of honor. 

Henry Salinas, founder of ICAN in 1991, he has created an institution for Chandler that 
addressed problems facing youth in the poorer areas of the city. His dedication and 
creativity have strengthened our efforts to improve the lives of all young people and 
neighborhoods in Chandler through ICAN. 

BACKGROUND: The Parks and Recreation Board recommended changes to the park 
naming process in 2004. At that time, Celebration Plaza at Tumbleweed Park was embraced as a 
way to recognize individuals whose outstanding personal service has resulted in significant and 
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enduring contributions to the community. The Celebration Plaza recognition criteria were 
approved by the City Council as a part of the park naming package in November of 2004. . 

In August of 2006, the Parks and Recreation Board appointed a subcommittee to evaluate and 
recommend nominations. 

Celebration Plaza is currently under construction. Staff's goal is to host a public dedication once 
the construction is finalized. 

DISCUSSION: Staff received nominations for drirteen individuals and two civic 
organizations during this year's nomination process. These were then forwarded to the 
subcommittee for evaluation and recommendation. The subcommittee met and analyzed the 
nominees; then formulated their reco-endations. 

PROPOSED MOTION: Move to recommend to the City Council the following individuals 
to be recognized with plaques in Celebration Plaza at Tumbleweed Park: 

Lenford C. Calley, 
Robert Nielsen, 
Henry Salinas. 



CITY OF CHANDLER 
CELEBRATION PLAZA RECOGNITION CRITERIA 

I. PURPOSE 

The City of Chandler wishes to recognize outstanding individuals of sound moral 
character who give of their time, money, and expertise to make Chandler a better 
community. This recognition will honor Chandler citizens who have displayed 
outstanding civic commitment, leadership, public outreach, and service to the city. 

11. PROCESS 

On an annual basis, the Parks and Recreation Board shall be responsible for 
recommending names to the City Council of individuals or groups to be recognized in the 
City's Celebration Plaza located at Tumbleweed Park. 

To request that an individual or group be recognized at the City's Celebration Plaza 
located at Tumbleweed Park, an applicant should submit a written request to the Parks 
and Recreation Board via the Community Services staff on or before June 3oth for 
consideration during that year. Upon receipt of the requestlnomination, the following 
selection procedure will be followed: 

Requests/nominations for recognition in Celebration Plaza are to be presented to 
the Community Services Department for consideration. 
Community Services Department staff will review the request and submit the item 
to the Parks and Recreation Board for consideration. 
The Parks and Recreation Board shall appoint a subcommittee that will be 
responsible for evaluating the request and subsequent recommendation to the full 
Board. 
The subcommittee shall submit its recommendation in a formal written report for 
review by the full Board prior to the item being placed on the action agenda. 
The Parks and Recreation Board shall approve or disapprove the 
recommendations made by the subcommittee. 
The Parks and Recreation Board shall forward their recornrnendation(s) to the 
City Council. The City Council may accept the recommendation(s) and shall 
make a final selection, or return to the Parks and Recreation Board for further 
review. The Parks and Recreation Board reserves the right not to endorse a 
request to the City Council. 

111. CELEBRATION PLAZA RECOGNITION CRITERIA 

Celebration Plaza at Tumbleweed Park will provide space for memorial plaques, which 
will be provided by the City of Chandler to selected individuals or groups that meet one 
or more of the following criteria: 

1. City of Chandler employees who have died in the line of duty. 
2. National, state, and local heroes. 



3. Community leaders whose outstanding personal service has resulted in significant 
and enduring contributions to the community. Support for the recognition should 
include endorsements by other groups, neighborhoods, or organizations. 

4. Individual or group who has made exceptional contributions to the City of 
Chandler. 

5. Work on short or long term projects or activities that have added to the quality of 
life of Chandler citizens. 

6. Demonstrated leadership, innovation and creativity, which have made Chandler a 
better place to live and work. 

At the time a person is either nominated or approved for inclusion in the Celebration 
Plaza helshe shall not be holding local elected office or be serving on the Parks and 
Recreation Board. 
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