










add info #34
August 28, 2008

----- Forwarded by David Bigos/COC on 08/28/2008 08:39 AM -----

"Jerry & Eileen" 
<jerryandeileen@qwest .net> 

08/28/2008 04:40 AM

To <mayor&council@chandleraz.gov>

cc

Subject meeting 8/28, cell phone tower

Dear Mayor and Council Members,
We will not be able to attend the meeting tonight to speak up about this so we am sending an email.  
Hopefully you will take this seriously and will not sell out for a few dollars.
 
Please do not allow a cell phone tower to be built on the NE corner of Willis and Cooper Rd.  There are 
other places that are better suited across the street or closer to comercial areas rather than ajacent to 
residential neighborhoods.  The risks are too high for long term exposure.  While some may say, there is 
not enough evedence.  Other studies say, there is enough evidence to be concerned at this point.   We 
do not believe any of you would risk your health or your own childrens health.
It is also a bit of an eye sore for the neighborhood, even if built to look like a palm tree.  In the long run, it 
will lower the value of the neighborhood, even in todays market or years from now when the real estate 
market turns around.
 
Jerry & Eileen Marfe
2100 E. Remington Pl. 
Chandler, AZ 85286
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MEMORANDUM

A.UG 2g 2008

Planning and Development - CC Memo No. 08-160

DATE:

TO:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

AUGUST 11, 2008

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

W. MARK PENTZ, CITY MANAG
l1l .1

JEFF KURTZ, ACTING PLANNIN~DEVELOP~~T9IRf:C~O~
KEVIN MAYO, ACTING PLANNINGMANAGERO~~\ '\J

BILL DERMODY, SENIOR CITY PLANNER 81)
UP08-0035 COOPERl202 VERIZON

Request:

Location:

Applicant:

Owner:

Zoning:

Use Permit approval for a 55-foot monopalm wireless
communications facility

Northeast comer of Cooper Road and the Loop 202 Santan
Freeway

Verizon Wireless, Steven Sung

ADOT

Agricultural District (AG-l)

RECOMMENDATION
Planning Commission and Staff, finding consistency with the General Plan, recommend approval
subject to conditions.

BACKGROUND
The application requests a new 55' monopalm wireless cell tower to be located in the southeast
portion of vacant land owned by ADOT at the northeast comer of Cooper Road and the Loop
202 Santan Freeway. A recommended condition requires two live palm trees of 25' and 30'
heights to be installed adjacent to the monopalm. A monopalm is a wireless communication
facility disguised to look like a palm tree. The Zoning Code requires a Use Permit for wireless
communication facilities in non-industrial zoning districts that do not utilize existing poles or
towers.
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South of the subject site is a drainage canal that separates the site from the Loop 202 off-ramp to
Cooper Road. To the north are single-family homes across Willis Road. To the immediate east
is a retention basin. Farther east are single-family homes, the closest of which is approximately
200' from the proposed monopalm location.

The 55' tall monopalm and associated mechanical equipment will occupy 816 square feet in the
southeastern comer of the subject site. Staff recommends a condition that would require two live
palm trees to be planted adjacent to the monopalm in order to provide a more natural, "grove
like" appearance. Illustrations of the proposed monopalm are attached.

Within the immediate area, there are no suitable alternatives for co-location of the wireless
communication facilities on existing poles or towers. According to information provided by the
applicant as required by code, there are three verticalities of a height similar to or greater than the
proposed monopalm within one mile, including an existing monopole near the Chandler
Municipal Airport, SRP power poles farther north on Cooper Road, and the Chandler Auto Park
freeway pylon signs. The applicant has analyzed these three co-location possibilities and found
them implausible because they are located outside of the needed coverage area. An inventory of
these verticalities provided by the applicant is among the attachments.

The applicant has also investigated placing the wireless facility south of the Loop 202 within the
Chandler Airport Center development or to the west across Cooper Road. Chandler Airport
Center's zoning specifically prohibits cell towers, thereby eliminating it as a candidate site. The
vacant land west of Cooper Road is approximately 5' lower than the subject property, thereby
requiring a monopalm of approximately 60' height in order to achieve similar coverage. (Due to
a misrepresentation by the applicant, the elevation west of Cooper Road was previously believed
to be 15' to 20' lower than the subject property and was originally presented to Planning
Commission as such.) A monopalm greater than 55' height is not desired by the applicant and is
considered to be an unrealistic height for a live palm tree. Also, the owner of the vacant land
west of Cooper Road is not willing to consider locating a cell tower on the property at this time.

DISCUSSION
Planning Commission and Staff find the proposed location to be appropriate for a wireless
facility in the form of a monopalm in conjunction with live palm trees. The suggested location is
not ideal due to its visibility from the residential neighborhoods to the north and east. However,
at a distance of 200' from the nearest residential property and accompanied by two live palm
trees, the visual effect will not be obtrusive at this location near a freeway and an arterial street.

The applicant has conveyed that permits will be applied for after receiving Use Permit approval
and that the monopalm and facility will be installed shortly thereafter.

PUBLICINEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION
• This request was noticed according to the provisions of the City of Chandler Zoning Code.
• A neighborhood meeting was held on August 4, 2008 at the Downtown Chandler Community

Center. Three neighbors attended in opposition, primarily citing health concerns and asking
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for more details on the health effects. Staff informed the neighbors that the Zoning Code
prohibits consideration of health effects. Neighbors also stated concerns with the possible
negative effect on property values and the aesthetics of the monopalm as a very visible
structure from their neighborhood. The neighbors would prefer a location away from
neighborhoods, such as south of the Loop 202 Santan Freeway.

• Staff has received email correspondence from a neighbor in opposition to the request-a
copy of the email is among the memo attachments. Reasons for opposition include safety,
aesthetics, and negative effect on property values.

PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE REPORT
Motion to approve.
In Favor: 7 Opposed: 0

Planning Commission added Condition No.4 to address dust control concerns. No citizens
attended the Planning Commission hearing.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Planning Commission and Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan, recommend
approval ofUP08-0035 COOPERl202 VERIZON subject to the following conditions:

1. Expansion or modification of the use beyond approved exhibits shall void the Use Permit and
require new Use Permit application and approval.

2. There shall be two live Date Palm trees installed and maintained adjacent to the monopalm.
The trees shall be of 25' and 30' heights at the time of planting and shall match the
monopalm's appearance.

3. The landscaping shall be maintained at a level consistent with or better than at the time of
planting. The site shall be maintained in a clean and orderly manner.

4. Access to the facility must be provided on a stabilized surface per Maricopa County dust
control regulations.

PROPOSED MOTION
Move to approve UP08-0035 COOPERl202 VERIZON Use Permit for a wireless
communication facility, subject to the conditions recommended by Planning Commission and
Staff.

Attachments
1. Vicinity Map
2. Applicant Narrative/ Inventory ofVerticalities within One Mile
3. Site Plan and Elevations
4. Photo Simulations
5. Letter of Opposition
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wireless

Department of Planning
City of Chandler

Written Statement as part of
Application for

USE PERMIT

ADOT Right of Way
NE Corner of 202 Santan Freeway and Cooper Road

Chandler, AZ 85249
Parcel #: N/A

Submitted by
Verizon Wireless

126 West Gemini Drive
Tempe, AZ 85283

Submitted to:
City of Chandler
Department of Planning
20 E. Main Street
Mesa, AZ 85201

Prepared By:
Wireless Resources, Inc
Steven Sung
2400 N. Arizona Ave Suite #3127
Chandler, AZ 85225
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SECTION 1

APPLYING FOR:

APPLICANT:

AGENT:

OWNER:

PROJECT ADDRESS:

ParceIID#:

ARICHTECT:

ZONING:

HEIGHT LIMIT:

GENERAL INFORMATION

Use Permit

Verizon Wireless
126 W. Gemini Drive
Tempe, AZ 85283
Contact: Rob Jones
Phone: (480) 777-4344

Wireless Resources, Inc
Contact: Steven Sung
2400 N Arizona Ave #3127
Chandler, AZ 85225
Phone: (808) 223-0323

Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADOT)
205 S 17th Avenue, #612E
Phoenix, AZ 85007

ADOT Right of Way
NE Corner of 202 Santan Freeway &
Cooper Road
Chandler, AZ 85249

N/A

BK Design Inc.
6052 E. Baseline Road #104
Mesa, AZ 85206

N/A

100 feet



SECTION 2 BACKGROUND

Verizon Wireless is submitting for a Use Permit to construct a new Wireless
Communication Monopalm (WCM) at the ADOT owned property located at NE comer
of202 Santan Freeway & Cooper Road, Chandler, AZ 85249. The proposed site will
help improve high drop call area and provide coverage on residential and future business
development around the comer of Cooper Rd and Willis Road and the 202 Santan
Freeway traffic and further shown in the coverage maps provided in the Appendix.

SECTION 3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Verizon Wireless will install a 55' Stealth Monopalm in the ADOT Right of Way.
Verizon will locate its antenna array at a radiation center of 51 '. The antenna array will
consist of six (6) 8-foot antennas mounted on a four-foot sector frame. And Verizon
install the 55' Stealth Monopalm along with a state approved, pre fabricated equipment
shelter and emergency generator within a 24' X 34' lease area on the Southeast comer of
the ADOT Right of Way (Please see attached site plans). To minimize visual impact
from the street, the base of the Monopalm, equipment shelter, and emergency generator
will be enclosed by a 12' high CMU wall.

SECTION 4 USE PERMIT JUSTIFICATIONS AND
COMPATmILITY STATEMENT

Verizon's proposed use will not cause an adverse impact on adjacent property or
properties in the area. Pedestrian and vehicular traffic will not increase in the
surrounding neighborhoods. There will be no nuisances arising from the emission of
odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that of ambient
conditions.

The idea of using an existing verticality was our first priority within this area's search
ring. We were unable to find a wireless cell facility in the area that would be co-locatable
for Verizon Wireless. Verizon Wireless has selected the ADOT Right of Way due to its
location being the highest elevation which will enhance coverage on 202 Santan Freeway
and surrounding residential neighborhood. The properties to the west side of Copper
Road drops approximately 15' to 20' in elevation therefore will not achieve the RF
objective for this search ring.



Verizon's RF engineer designate our search area based on customer demand. Verizon is
then limited to the area designated by RF as to where the site will be located. In this case,
RF has requested to cover along Cooper Rd between Willis Road and the 202 Santan
Freeway.

Also, Verizon is installing a monopalm stealth pole to help minimize visual effects to the
surround area. The palm tree stealth pole will blend in nicely with the existing trees in
the area.

SECTIONS EXISTING TOWERS INVENTORY WITHIN 1
MILE RADIUS FROM THE PROPOSED SITE
LOCATION

1. There is 1 existing monopole within the 1 mile radius of the ADOT Right of Way.
(Please see attached map with existing towers within one mile radius from the
proposed site location) The existing T-Mobile tower is full and the tower location
is out of the Verizon search ring area therefore will not meet Verizon's RF
objective for this search ring.

2. The existing SRP poles starting ~ mile away from the ADOT right of way along
copper road. The starting location ofthe SRP pole is out ofVerizon's search ring
area. Also, there is no leaseable ground space close enough to the pole. (Please
see attached map with existing towers within one mile radius from the proposed
site location)'

3. The Chandler Auto Park Sign is more than ~ mile out the Verizon Search Ring
area. (Please see attached map with existing towers within one mile radius from
the proposed site location)

SECTION 6 CONCLUSIONS

Verizon Wireless has designed this site to have the lease visual impact possible. The area
in which we are designing this site provided very few options and we feel that among
those available options this location and design is the best suited. I respectfully request
your approval of this site.
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TOPOGRAPHICAL
SITE SURVEY

THE HORIZONTAL ACCURACY OF mE LAllTlJDE AND
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LESSOR'S LEGAL DESCRIPTiON
A PORTION OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RIGHT Of WAY fOR THE SAN TAAJ FREEWAY LYING \'<ITHIN THE
SOlJ1l-1WESr WARfER OF" SECnON 1, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH. RANGE

~A~~~~C~U~~~~AA~~~~LT RIVER BASE AND ~[R10IAN.

COMIolENClNG AT THE \'<£$T QUARTER CORNER I:F SAID SECTlON

"
"THENCE NORm 88 DEGREES 58 MINUTES 57 SECONDS EAST.
ALONG THE CENTERLINE Of WILLIS ROAD PER Tl-IE PLAT OF
ARIZONA IMPRESSlONS, REGORDED IN BOOt( 504 OF MAPS. PAGl:
14.RECOROSOfSAIOCOUNfY,:256.55fEET;
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 49 IolINUll:S 56 SECONDS EAST,
DEPARTlNG SAl[) CENTERLINE. 68.J6 FEET TO AN ANGLE: POlNT IN
SAID RIGHT Of WAY
THENCE CONTINUING SOUTH 00 DECREES 49 MINUTES sa
SECONDS EAST. ALONG SAm RIQ"n OF WAY, 192.61 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 08 IolINUTES 13 SECONDS \'£51,
2:2,42 FEET:
THENCE SOlJm 00 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST.
6.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING:

mENC[ 500111 89 D£GREES 06 MINUltS U SECONDS I'o£ST.
25.00 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 29 DEGREES 11 IolINUTES 40 SECONDS v.£ST,
lB6,JIFEET:

:~~2~~~U~ ~Eo~~g~5~E~~I~iJsS57 SECONDS WEST

ACCESS EASEMENT LEGAL DESCRIPTION
A PORTION OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT Of" ,RANSPORTATlON
RIGHT Of" WAY FOR mE SAN TAN FREEWAY LYING WlmlN ,HE

;~~~~ ~A~;C: ~Ds~~~,o'~I~RT~~~H~N~~~I~ANRANGE
MARICOPA COUNTy. ARIZONA. BEING 12.00 fOOT \\lOE ACCESS
EASEMENT. l "fING 6.00 FEET ON EACH SIDE Of THE FOllOWING
D£SCRIBEDCENTERlINE:

DRIV!NG DIRECTIONS
TAKE GlJADALUPE EAST TO PRICE ROAD. TAKE PRICE ROAD

~~~ ~g ~~ ~~~A~6/~K~~6J,°~oJA~~~~6 ig6PER
ROAD. TI-I£ SlTE IS ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER Of" COOPER
AND LooP 20:'/:

BENCHMARK
ELEVATION ESTABLISHED FROM GPS OERIV£D ORlHOMETRIC
HEIGHTS, APPLYlNG GEOID 99 SEPARAnONS. CONSTRAINING ro
NGS CONTROL STATlON COSA. ELEVATION 1363.8' NA\IOBB

BASIS OF BEARINGS
BEARINGS SHOWED HEREON ARE BASED UPON U,S. STATE PLAN£

~¢D~~SC~~~~"'io~~STEM ARIZONA CENTRAL ZONE. DETERMINED

SURVEY DATE

~
SURVEYOR'S NOTES

A TlTLE REPORT WAS NOT PROVIDED AT TI-lE nt.tE THIS SURVEY
WAS PERfORMED, ANY EASEMENTS OR OTHER ITEMS CONTAINEO

~A~NN~EB~::fP~~~ci WIiICH Io.IAY AFFECT TI-lE LEASE AREA

THE BOUNDARY SHO\<IN HEREON IS PLOmD FROM RECORD

~:~~A~~~p:;~ DOCS NOl CONSllTUTE A BOUNDARY SURVEY

LEASE AREA LEGAL DESCRIPTiON

A PORTION or THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT Of TRANSPORTATION
RIGHT Of WAY FOR THE SAN TAN FREEWAY LYING WiTHIN THE
SOUTHWEST OU ....RTER OF SECTION 1, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANCE
5 EAST or TI-lE GILA AND SALT RIVER BASE AND MERlOIAN.
MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, OESCRIBED AS FOI..LOWS,

COl,lMENCING AT THE \!jEST QUARTER CORNER OF SAID SECTlON

"THENCE NORTIi 88 DEGREES 58 UINUTES 57 SECONDS EAST.
ALONG I1iE CENTERLINE Of WIWS ROAD PER THE PLAT OF
ARIZONA IMPRESSlON5. RECORDED IN BOOK 504 OF I.IAPS, PACE
14,RECORDSOfSAIQCOUNTY,25S.55FE£T;
THENCE SOUTH DO DEGREES 49 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST.
DEPARTlNG SAID CENTERLlNE,68.36 FEET TO AN ANGlE POINT IN
SAID RIGHT Of" WAY;
THENCE CONTINUING SOUfH 00 DEGREES 49 MINUTES s.8
SECC»lDS EAST. ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY, 192.61 FEET;

Tf-lENCE SOOTH 89 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 13 SECONDS I'£ST, 42
FEET TO mE POINT OF BEGrNN1NG;

THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST.
34.00f£ET;
THENCE SOOTH 89 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST,
22.00 FEET:
THENCE NORTf-l 00 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 47 SECONDS WEST,
J4.00FEET:
TJ.lENCE NORm 89 DEGREES DB MINUTES 13 SECONDS EAST.
22.00 FEET TO TI-lE POINT Of" BEGI~" .,NG.

UTiLlTYNQTES
SURVEYOR DO£S NOT GUARANTEE lHAT ALL UnLiTIES ARE
SHOI'of'l OR THEIR LOCAnONS. IT IS THE RESPONSlBIUTY OF mE
CONTRACTOR AND DEVELOPER TO CONTACT BLUE STAKE AND
ANY On-tER INVOLVED AGENCIES TO LOCATE AlL UTILITIES PRIOR
TO CONSTRUCTION, REMOVAL. RELOCATION ANO/ OR
REPLACEIolENT IS D-IE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CONTRACTOR
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From: abc xyz [mailto:atoz78@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2008 10:02 PM
To: Steven Sung
Subject: RE: oppose Verizon's proposal to build monopalm at the N/W corner of Cooper Road and Loop
202

Hi Steven,

Thanks for your quick response. We, unfortunately, can't attend that meeting. We appreciate it if
you can pass the following to the meeting.

We received the letter regarding the Verizon's proposal to build a monopalm at the North and East
corner of Cooper road and Loop 202. Our 2-storey house is just located at the North and East corner of
Cooper road and Loop 202. We strongly oppose this proposal because of the following great concerns
and risks ---

(1). It is NOT safe to build this kind of facility with monopalm/radio antennas at this location which is
so close to the residence area.

(2). Health risks and issues caused by radio frequency and/or microwave. Are there any official
reports issued by federal agencies which can prove there are no health risks?

(3). Potential risks caused by wind/monsoon/thunderstorm/lightning/antennas.
(4). The 55' tall monopalm will cause satellite TV signal jammed/interfered for some residents at that

area.
(5). Safety issues.
(6). Visual impact.
(7). Value of the house dropping.
(8). Other hidden risks

Do Chandler and/or Verizon have a completed study/project report to address all these risks with
good solutions? We would like them to release and distribute it to all impacted residents before holding
the neighborhood meeting. What is the FCC's regulation for building monopalm at residence area.

Can you please give us a call this Friday around 7:30 am (Al local time)? Our number is 520-579
6560.

Thanks.

Andrew and Lisa
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