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MEMORANDUM
DATE: FEBRUARY 12, 2009
TO: MAYOR AND COUNCIL

THRU: W. MARK PENTZ, CITY MANAG S
RICH DLUGAS, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 2
JEFF CLARK, FIRE CHIEF ,}v

~
FROM: JOHN GARDNER, FIRE MARSHAL M

SUBJECT: AMENDING CHAPTER 28, SECTION 28-17 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY
OF CHANDLER REGARDING FIRE SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS FOR
GROUP B OCCUPANCIES

RECOMMEDATION: Staff recommends the approval of the Introduction of Ordinance No.
4135 amending Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Chandler that was adopted pursuant to
Ordinance No. 4074 in conjunction with the City of Chandler’s adoption of the 2006 Edition of
the International Fire Code.

BACKGROUND: The current version of Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Chandler
adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 4074 inadvertently omitted any reference to fire sprinkler
requirements for Group B occupancies.

DISCUSSION: The 2006 Version of the International Fire Code does not discuss B
Occupancies; therefore amending the current fire code would require all new B Occupancies to
have automatic fire sprinklers installed, as has been the case since the ordinance was originally
adopted since 1986.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS TO THE CITY: None
PROPOSED MOTION: Move to approve the Introduction of Ordinance No. 4135

amending Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Chandler amending the 2006 International Fire
Code, as recommended by staff.



ORDINANCE NO. 4135

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CHANDLER, ARIZONA, AMENDING CHAPTER 28, SECTION 28-17
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHANDLER REGARDING FIRE
SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP B OCCUPANCIES.

WHEREAS, the current version of Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Chandler was
adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 4074 in conjunction with the City of Chandler’s
adoption of the 2006 Edition of the International Fire Code; and

WHEREAS, the current version of Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Chandler
adopted pursuant to Ordinance No. 4074 inadvertently omitted any reference to fire
sprinkler requirements for Group B occupancies.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Chandler,
Arizona that Chapter 28, Section 28-17 of the Code of the City of Chandler is hereby
amended to read as follows:

28-17. Fire extinguishing system installations, educational brochure.

Section 903 of the code is hereby amended by deleting Sections 903.2 through 903.2.10
in their entirety, replacing them with new Sections 903.2 through 903.2.10 to read as
follows:

903.2. Where required. Subject to the exceptions set forth herein, approved
automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided in the locations within the City
described in this Section. Installation of fire sprinkler systems shall be performed
by an Arizona licensed fire protection contractor.

Exception 1. An automatic sprinkler system is not required for spaces or
areas in telecommunications buildings used exclusively for
telecommunications equipment, associated electrical power distribution
equipment, batteries and standby engines, provided those spaces or areas
are equipped throughout with an automatic fire alarm system and are
separated from the remainder of the building by fire barriers consisting of
not less than one-hour fire-resistance-rated walls and two-hour fire-
resistance-rated floor/ceiling assemblies.

Exception 2. An automatic sprinkler system is not required for buildings or
structures which were constructed and in use prior to September 11, 1986.
This exception shall not apply if, after such date, there is a discontinuation
of use for a period to twelve (12) months, there is, in the opinion of the
fire code official, a change in use to a less restrictive use or there is an
enlargement or structural alteration of the building or structure.
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Exception 3. An automatic sprinkler system is not required for additions to
an existing building where the required fire flow does not exceed one
thousand (1,000) gallons per minute (gpm).

Exception 4. In addition to the general authority granted to the fire code
official pursuant to Section 104.9, the fire code official shall have
discretion to exempt other facilities from automatic sprinkler system
requirements where the size, intended use, and extent of use of the facility
does not warrant the installation of fire sprinklers and alternate methods to
secure public safety are provided. Such other facilities may include, but
are not limited to: (1) enclosed structures which are less than three
thousand (3,000) square feet in size, at least fifty (50) percent open on the
sides and used to protect humans, animals, or property from the sun or
elements; (2) structures which are less than three hundred (300) square
feet in size used to monitor access to a larger facility, site, or area; (3)
structures temporarily used for a period not to exceed two (2) years for
onsite storage or maintenance purposes provided that the structure is not
used for Group A, E, F, H or I occupancies; and (4) mini-self storage units
comprising a single building or group of buildings where primary or
principal use of the facility is for storage.

903.2.1. Group A. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A
occupancies.

Exception: When any Group A-3 occupancy is constructed specifically as
a church and used for regularly scheduled religious activities for not more
than eight (8) hours per day or more than twenty-four (24) hours per week,
calculated on an annual basis, including such buildings used for
educational purposes and not classed as Group E or Group B occupancies,
an automatic fire alarm system, employing a Class A circuit configuration
and monitoring through a remote station, proprietary or central station
facility, may be installed in lieu of the required automatic sprinkler
system. Administrative and clerical offices and similar rooms which are
ancillary to the church use and which do not exceed twenty-five (25)
percent of the floor area of the major use group may be included in this
exception, provided these areas are protected by the fire alarm system.
Basements constructed as Group A-3 occupancies which are ancillary to
the church use that are larger than one thousand five hundred (1,500)
square feet, or any part of which is more than seventy-five (75) feet from
openings required in this Section, shall be equipped with an automatic
sprinkler system.
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902.2. Group B. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group B
occupancies.

903.2.3.2- Group E. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E
occupancies.

903.2.4.3: Group F. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group F
occupancies.

903.2.5.4- Group H. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided for Group H
occupancies.

903.2.6.5- Group 1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group I
occupancies.

903.2.7.6- Group M. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group
M occupancies.

903.2.8.% Group R. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group
R-3 occupancies for condominiums and multiplexes that contain more than two
(2) dwelling units within a structure.

903.2.9.8- Group R, Educational brochure. Any person, including but not limited
to subdividers, developers, sellers and/or realtors, offering homes for sale within
the City through the use of a model home sales office, shall provide to each
prospective homebuyer an educational brochure or handout explaining
misconceptions and facts concerning residential automatic sprinkler systems, and,
further, shall cause to be provided, as an available purchase option, to the
homebuyer, an approved residential automatic sprinkler system, to be installed in
the home as the home is constructed, at a competitive cost, by an Arizona State
licenses fire protection contractor. The City of Chandler Fire Department will
have available acceptable brochures for use by such sellers. Such sellers shall, at
the time a purchase and construction contract is executed, obtain signed
documentation from any homebuyer who chooses to decline an optional
automatic sprinkler system.

903.2.10.9- Group S. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for in
Group S occupancies.

903.2.11.40- Group U. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for
nstalledin-Group U occupancies that are larger than three thousand (3,000)
square feet.
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INTRODUCED AND TENTATIVELY APPROVED by the City Council of the City of

Chandler, Arizona, this ___ day of , 2009.
ATTEST:
CITY CLERK MAYOR

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Chandler, Arizona this
day of , 2009.

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK MAYOR

Approved as to form:
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CITY ACTPRNEY

CERTIFICATION

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing Ordinance No. 4135 duly passed and
adopted by the City Council of the City of Chandler, Arizona, at a regular meting held on
the day of , 2009, and that a quorum was present thereat.

CITY CLERK
Published:
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