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MEMORANDUM Planning & Development - CC Memo No. 09-076

DATE: JULY 8, 2009

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

THRU: W. MARK PENTZ, CITY MANAG
PATRICK MCDERMOTT, ASSIST CITY MANAGER
JEFF KURTZ, ASSISTANT PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DIRECTO
KEVIN MAYO, ACTING PLANNING MANAGER kF{]

FROM: ERIK SWANSON, CITY PLANNER £

SUBJECT: UP09-0011 SHARNET’S CHILD CARE LLC

Request: Use Permit approval to allow residential childcare for up to ten
children in a single-family home

Location: 4904 W. Buffalo Street,
South of the southeast corner of Chandler Boulevard and Rural
Road

Applicant:  Sharnet Parker, Owner/Operator

RECOMMENDATION

The request is for Use Permit approval to allow residential childcare for up to ten children in a
single-family home. Planning Commission and Staff, upon finding consistency with the General
Plan and PAD zoning, recommend approval with conditions.

BACKGROUND

The subject site is located south of the southeast corner of Chandler Boulevard and Rural Road,
within the Twelve Oaks single-family residential neighborhood. North, adjacent to the site is a
Walgreen’s anchored commercial shopping center. Surrounding the site on the east, south and
west are single-family homes.

The request is to allow for the care of up to ten children in a single-family home. The Zoning
Code requires that any residential childcare home providing care for five to ten children is
required to obtain a Use Permit from City Council. The applicant has operated a residential
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childcare home at this location for the past three years without the need for a Use Permit, and has
operated as a childcare provider for the past thirteen years. The applicant is currently in the
process of getting licensed by the State for the increased number of children. Additionally, the
applicant has a number of referrals from child-care associations, and two letters of support from
neighbors directly across the street from the site.

The residential home is a single-story and approximately 1,800 square feet, on an approximate
9,000 square foot lot. The hours of operation are Monday thru Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., and will not be open Saturday or Sunday. Parking for the drop-off and pick-up of children
will be provided on the driveway, as well as in front of the home. The layout of the lot is angular
providing for approximately 90-feet of street frontage, which can accommodate approximately
four cars. In addition to the applicant, the applicant’s husband and a neighbor will assist in
caring for the children. The neighbor will not drive to the site.

Staff supports the request to provide childcare for up to ten children, finding the request meets
current Zoning Code requirements, and the past experience of the operator. However, Staff is
recommending a one-year timing condition in order to monitor the use.

DISCUSSION

There was some concern expressed at the Commission study session relating to parking areas,
due to the fact that the applicant was using the driveway as permanent parking rather than their
garage. However, the applicant has stated that the vehicles that were parked in the driveway will
now be moved into the garage due to State requirements mandating that the driveway be used for
drop-off and pick-up during business hours. Additionally, the applicant indicates that a number
of the children receiving care are siblings, which will naturally require fewer vehicle trips. There
was also some discussion regarding the number of children being requested. The applicant has
indicated that the request for ten children is not meant to allow for the continuous care of ten
children, but rather if there are overlaps with pick-up and drop-off, and the occasional neighbor’s
child coming over, that the allowance for ten children would prevent the applicant from getting
cited by the State if their were overlaps.

PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION

This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.

e Notices were mailed to all property owners within a six hundred foot radius and all
Registered Neighborhood Organizations (RNOs) within ¥4 mile.

e A description of the Use Permit request was advertised in the newspaper.
An orange 11” X 17” placard public hearing sign was posted on the property.

e A neighborhood meeting was held on Thursday, June 4, 2009. No neighbors were in
attendance.

At the time of this writing, Staff has received one telephone call from a neighbor outside of the
notification area opposed to this application. The neighbor was concerned with the amount of
children being requested.
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PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE REPORT
Motion to Approve:
In Favor: 6  Opposed: ¢ Absent: 1 (McClendon)

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Planning Commission and Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan, recommend
approval of UP09-0011 SHARNET’S CHILD CARE LLC, subject to the following conditions:

1. The residential childcare home shall have no more than ten (10) children at any time.

2. Should the applicant sell the property, this Use Permit to operate a childcare home shall be
null and void.

3. This Use Permit shall remain in effect for one (1) year from the effective date of City
Council approval. Continuation of the Use Permit beyond the expiration date shall require
reapplication to an approval by the City of Chandler.

PROPOSED MOTION
Move to approve UP09-0011 SHARNET’S CHILD CARE LLC, subject to the conditions
recommended by Planning Commission and Staff.

Attachments

Vicinity Map

Site Plan

Floor Plan
Applicant Narrative
Letters of Support
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March 17, 2009

My name is Sharnet Parker and | am the owner of Sharnet’s Child Care LLC. |
reside at 4904 W. Buffalo, Chandler AZ 85226. My business is a home base child
care. 1 have had my business for over 13 years- 3 of them in this home. My
intentions are to be state licensed for Child Care. My home is fully capable of
accommodating 10 children and a helper. | have enclosed a copy of the floor plan
and the site plan of my home. | do also have adequate parking in front of my
home.

My business hours are Monday thru Friday from 7:30 to 5:30 and closed on major
holidays. | am registered with Child Care Recourse and Referral, State funded food
program, Infant and Toddler Certified, Summa and Succeeds.

My neighbors are aware of my child care and they are in support of my business.

Thank You

Sharnet Parker

Sharnet’s Child Care lic

4904 W Buffalo

Chandler Az, 85226



June 19, 2009
Dear City of Chandler,

We are writing this letter in regard to Sharnet’s Child Care at 4904 W. Buffalo St., Chandler, AZ
85226. We fully support the business that Mrs. Parker has established in her home. Other than
noticing cars dropping children off in the morning and returning for pick up in the afternoon, you
would never know there is a business in the residence. The traffic flow and parking have never

been problems for us. The yard is always immaculate, and the noise level is never noticeable in
the neighborhood.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questidns.

Respectfully,
Cloitis A boe A 7O, 2

Charles G. and Suzanne R. Perkins
4895 W. Buffalo St.
Chandler, AZ 85226
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