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MEMORANDUM

AUG 272009

Planning and Development - CC Memo No. 09-095

DATE:

TO:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

AUGUST 13, 2009

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL tl
W. MARK PENTZ, CITY MANAG
PATRICKMCDERMOTT,ASSIST. CITY MANAGER~
JEFF KURTZ, ASSISTANT PLANNING & DEVEL~~~: ~I~.ACTORJG,
KEVIN MAYO, ACTING PLANNING MANAGER 'J,w'\..("V\1'Y -, U
BILL DERMODY, SENIOR CITY PLANNER f!i)
PDP09-0021 ORBITAL WATERS AT OCOTILLO SIGNAGE

Request:

Location:

Applicant:

Owner:

Preliminary Development Plan (PDP) approval for modified
building signage

3377 S. Price Road, northwest comer of Price and Dobson Roads

Young Electric Sign Company

GP Chandler, LLC

RECOMMENDATION
Upon finding the request to be consistent with the General Plan and the approved Planned Area
Development (PAD) zoning, Planning Commission and Staff recommend approval subject to
conditions.

BACKGROUND
The request is for Preliminary Development Plan (PDP) approval to change the style of building
signage and to add a third building sign upon Orbital's new office building at The Waters at
Ocotillo development. The site is located at the northwest comer of Price and Dobson Roads.
To the south across Price Road is the existing Orbital Launch Systems property. To the north are
planned multi-family and, across a man-made pond, the Downtown Ocotillo commercial
development. Between the subject building and the multi-family to the north is a 2-story parking
ramp. To the east across Dobson Road is more planned multi-family, To the southeast across
Dobson and Price Roads are planned office/retail uses.



CC MEMO 09-095
August 13, 2009
Page 2 of3

One part ofthe request is to allow regular pan-channel letters in place of halo-illuminated reverse
pan-channel letters for the building signage. The application asks for the change because the
glass/steel building is not physically suited to provide the requisite opaque background for
effective halo illumination.

The second part of the request is to allow a third building sign to be located on the north fayade.
The approved sign locations are on the east and south fayades. Signage on the north fayade
allows the office a visual presence from the Downtown Ocotillo project to the north.

Planning Commission and Staff support the request, finding it to be commensurate with the
Waters at Ocotillo signage quality. The change from reverse pan-channel to regular pan-channel
letters is appropriate given the particular architectural qualities of this building. A third sign is
reasonable at this location and does not cause a cluttered look or undue visual impact on the
residential neighbors.

PUBLICINEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION
• This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.
• A neighborhood meeting was held on July 23, 2009 at the Ocotillo Golf Resort. No

neighbors attended.
• At the time of this writing, Staff is not aware of any opposition.

PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE REPORT
Motion to approve.
In Favor: 5 Opposed: 1 (Cason) Absent: 1 (McClendon)

The dissenting Commissioner objected to the sign facing residential uses to the north.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Planning Commission and Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan and PAD
zoning, recommend approval ofPDP09-0021 ORBITAL WATERS AT OCOTILLO SIGNAGE
subject to the following conditions:

1. Compliance with previous zoning and Preliminary Development Plan approvals, except as
modified herein.

2. Development shall be in substantial conformance with submitted application materials (site
plan, elevations) kept on file in the City of Chandler Planning Services Division in File No.
PDP09-0020, except as modified by condition herein.

3. Sign packages, including free-standing signs as well as wall-mounted signs, shall be designed
in coordination with landscape plans, planting materials, storm water retention requirements,
and utility equipment, so as not to create problems with sign visibility or prompt the removal
of required landscape materials.
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PROPOSED MOTION
Move to approve Preliminary Development Plan case PDP09-0021 ORBITAL WATERS AT
OCOTILLO SIGNAGE, subject to the conditions recommended by Planning Commission and
Staff.

Attachments
1. Vicinity Maps
2. Narrative
3. Site Plan
4. Monument Sign Exhibits
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Thank you,

Jeremy Galloway
Matt Anderson
Young Electric Sign Company

480-449-3126 Telephone
480·001-5936 fax

Phoenix Division

6725 West Chicago Street
Chandler, Arizona 85226

To properly illuminate these letters they must be face illuminated pan channel letters. Two (2)
sets of matching pan channel letters have been approved to be installed on applicants' location
across Price Road to the south. By approving this request, all applicants signage will be consistent
on both sides of Price Road.

Due lO the fact that the letters will be installed onlO a glass wall the letters will be required to be
installed onto a 2" x 2" aluminum tube frame which will then be secured onto the existing 2"
aluminum glass window mullions. Based on framework and window mullion engineering, the
back of the letters will be located at least 4" from the 1st surface of the glass wall. This distance,
along with the fact that the wall surface area is reflective translucent glass, would not allow the
hallo illumination effect of a reverse pan channelleuer to work.

Request for PDP approval for three (3) sets of internally illuminated pan channel letters. A
previous PDP was approved for two (2) sets of internally illuminated reverse pan channelleuers.
Applicant requests previously approved PDP be amended to allow one (1) additional set of leuers
to be located on back side of building facing parking lol. This new set will not be facing Price or
Dobson roads. In addition to the additional set of requested letters, applicant also requests the
letter lype be changed from reverse pan channel to pan channel.

Bill Dermody
City of Chandler

Orbital at Watters of Ocotillo - 3377 S. Price Rd.

II VESCO.

RE: PDP Approvals

To Whom It May Concern:

June 26. 2009
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