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Chandler + Arizona
Where Wlues Make The Difference

MEMORANDUM Planning and Development — PZ Memo No. 10-061
DATE: JUNE 3, 2010
TO: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

THRU: PATRICK MCDERMOTT, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 7
JEFF KURTZ. ASSISTANT PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
KEVIN MAYO, PLANNING MANAGER IAH

FROM: JODIE M. NOVAK, MEP, SENIOR CITY PLANNER W¥

SUBJECT: LUPI10-0020 DOS GRINGOS MEXIGRILL

Request: Approval of a liquor Use Permit to allow the sale of liquor as
permitted by a Senes 6 Bar License at an existing restaurant

Location: 1361 North Alma School Road, approximately one halt-mile north
of Ray Road on the east side of Alma School Road

Applicants:  John Radice/Lori Rutten

Project Info: Approximately 0.34 gross acres, freestanding restaurant pad,
approximateiy 6,400 square foot building

RECOMMENDATION

Upon finding the request to be consistent with the General Plan, Staff recommends approval of
the requested liquor Use Pernmut for the sale of liquor as permitted by a Series 6 Bar License with
conditions.

BACKGROUND

The application requests liquor Use Permit approval to sell liquor as permitted under a Series 6
Bar License within an existing restaurant with outdoor dining areas. A Series 6 Bar License
allows the on-site sale of beer, wine, and spirits for on-site consumption without a limitation on
gross revenue from the sale of food. A Series 6 license also permits “To Go™ packaged liquor
sales; however, Staff has included a condition and the applicant has agreed to prohibit “To Go™
packaged liquor. Other restaurants within the development that have Use Permits for liquor
include Lin Chinese/Saigon Pho restaurants (Series 12) and Iguana Mack’s {Series 6).

A liquor Use Permit was granted for a Series 12 Restaurant License with a one-year period in
July 2006. The business was under construction and had not opened for business during the one-
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year period and the Use Permut expired. In August 2007, a Use Permit for a Series 12 was re-
approved with a one-year period, expiring August 2008. In March 2009, a liquor Use Permit was
granted for a Series 6 Bar License with a one-year time limit expiring in March 2010.

The subject site has been a restaurant since 1985, which included Ricardo’s Mexican Food,
Memphis BBQ Co., Mike Pulos Spaghetti Company, Wyatt’s Place, and Wild Bill’'s BBQ &
Internet Sports. The Dos Gringos restaurant opened for business in October 2007.

Dos Gringos Mexigrill offers Mexican cuisine in a casual, laid back atmosphere with outdoor
courtyards/patios and indoor dining areas. The existing building is approximately 6,400 square
feet in size. The perimeter wall screens outdoor areas from parking and driveway areas. The
outdoor courtyard/patio area includes service areas and approximately 1,716 square feet of
outdoor seating.

The restaurant’s hours are from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. seven days a week. The kitchen serves
food from open to close. The restaurant’s interior includes a bar and kitchen, a private dining
room, and two seating areas. The outdoor courtyard/patio includes a kitchen, lounge area with
couches, a bar, and two seating areas. The restaurant has two entrances located on the building’s
south and west sides. The west entrance leads into the outdoor courtyard area for customers
wanting an outdoor bar atmosphere. The south entrance goes into the interior restaurant area.
Both indoor and outdoor seating areas have food and liquor service.

The restaurant previously represented there was no dance floor, pool tables, entertainment,
games, and the like. The restaurant recently installed two (2) pool tables and requests approval to
keep them. Staff is not opposed to the pool tables as part of this request. The restaurant has
ambient background music via speakers and televisions, which are provided indoors and
outdoors.

In the previous 2009 liquor Use Permit case, there was a complaint from the office building to
the south regarding hearing loud, live music. The applicant had advised there is no live music
occurring and was not aware of concerns from adjacent tenants regarding the outdoor patio’s
ambient music being loud. Planning Commission and Staff recommend a zoning condition
regarding noise and music. Staff is not aware of any complaints or concerns regarding music
since the last liquor Use Permit approval. The condition will be maintained with this liquor Use
Permit request.

There is a condition stating the site and patio areas shall be maintained in a clean and orderly
manner. Upon a recent site visit, Staff noticed at the rear (east side) of the property some crates
and other items. The applicant was advised that all of these items must be kept within the
enclosed service area. The applicant complied and removed all items.

DISCUSSION
Staff is of the opinion that the sale of alcohol as a retail commodity ancillary or incidental to the
sale of other retail products occurring in a commercially zoned area does not establish a land use
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conflict. The sale of alcohol from a land use compatibility analysis is a typical retail transaction
in commercial districts throughout the City.

Staff recommends approval with no time limit to maintain consistency with the adjacent Iguana
Mack’s, which recently received re-approval of a Series 6 Bar License with no tume lLimit
condition. Dos Gringos has cooperated with City Police staff to improve security and Police
incident calls. Dos Gringos’ cooperation is evidenced by a reduction in Police calls since the last
liquor Use Permit approval. Staff is maintaining a condition regarding sound levels for the
outdoor ambient muste, site and patio maintenance.

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION
= This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.

* The applicant’s neighborhood meeting was held on Wednesday, June 9, 2010. No one
attended other than the applicant.

= The Police Department has been informed of the application and has responded with no
issues or concerns.

* At the time of the memo, Staff is not aware of any opposition or concerns to this request.

RECOMMENDATION
Upon finding consistency with the General Plan, Staff recommends approval of liquor Use
Permit LUP10-0020 DOS GRINGOS MEXIGRILL, subject to the following conditions:

1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with previously approved zoning
conditions and the Development Booklet, entitled “Dog Gringos Grille”, kept on file in the
City of Chandler Planning Services Division, in File No’s. PDP06-0011 and UP06-0013,
except as modified by condition herein.

2. The Use Permit is granted for a Series 6 license only, and any change of license shall require
reapplication and new Use Permit approval.

3. “To Go” packaged liquor sales are not permitted.
4. The site and patio areas shall be maintained in a clean and orderly manner.

5. No noise shall be emitted from ambient speaker music on the patios so that it exceeds the
general level of noise emitted by uses outside the premises of the business and as not to
disturb adjacent businesses and residential areas.

PROPOSED MOTION
Motion to recommend approval of liquor Use Permit case LUP10-0020 DOS GRINGOS
MEXIGRILL, subject to the conditions recommended by Staft.
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Attachments
Vicinmity Maps
Narrative

Site Plan
Floor Plan
Photos
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Dos Gringos Mexigrill
1361 N Alma School Road
Chandler, AZ 85224

NARRATIVE STATEMENT FOR DOS GRINGOS MEXIGRILL

In July 2009, DG Warner, LLC purchased the business assets of Dos Gringos
Mexignil in Chandler, located at 1361 N. Alma School Road. At this time, we
would like to proceed with the renewal of the expiring Series 6 Liguor Use Permit
with the City of Chandier, Case No: UP08-044 Dos Gringos Grille. The Business
was granted City approval for the existing Series 6 liquor license and Liguor User
Permit in March 2009 This Liquor Use Permit application requests re-approval
_ for an additional 3 years.

With the renewal of the Liquor Use Permit, Dos Gringos Mexignll would operate
as 1t has for the past 9 months, since our purchase of the business, and prior to
that with the initial Series 6 approval Hours of operation will remain daily from
11:00 am — 2:00 am, with the exception of Football Sundays, when we open at
10:00 am. Dos Gringos Mexigrill will provide indoor and outdoor televisions,
which are mounted on the walls and behind the bars, as well as 2 pool tables,

which were installed in January 2010 and are located indoors on the north side of
the building.

The Dos Gringos Mexigrill site area is approximately 12,019 SF +/-, which
consists of an approximately 6400 SF +/- building and a 1,716 SF +/- of outdoor
seating. Access to the patio can be gained through a separate cutside entrance
or from the indoor seating. Dos Gringos Mexigrill's seating capacity is currently
296, which consists of 199 seats provided on the outdoor patio, and 97 seats
indoors. Currently, Dos Gringos Mexigrill operates with 33 employees, which
includes a General Manager, assistant managers, cooks, servers, bartenders
and an employee who cleans our property as well as the surrounding properties.

Dos Gringos Grille has been operating successfully at this location since October
of 2007 As new owners, there will not be any changes to the operations of this
business, or any changes to the site, landscaping, architecture, signage (building
or monument) parking, fencing of patio, or the structure of the building as it
currently exists.

Thank you for your time and consideration in renewing Dos Gringos Mexigrill’'s
Liguor Use Permit Should you have any questions or require addiional
information please don't hesitate to contact me at the phone number listed below.

Johyf Radice, Owner

Das Gringes Family of Restaurants and Bars
480.214.2241
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South side, southeast corner,
and front (west side) of

property




Rear (east side) of property
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