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MEMORANDUM Transportation & Development — PZ Memo No. 11-024
DATE: MARCH 31, 2011
TO: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
THRU: R.J. ZEDER, TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
JEFF KURTZ, PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR K
KEVIN MAYO, PLANNING MANAGER
FROM: BILL DERMODY, SENIOR CITY PLANNER 5@

SUBJECT: LUP11-0002 SIDELINES GRILL AND TAVERN

Request: Use Permit approval to allow the addition of live music on an
outdoor patio at an existing restaurant in conjunction with a Series

12 (Restaurant) liquor license

Location: 2980 S. Alma School Road, Suite #2, west of the northwest corner
of Queen Creek and Alma School Roads

Applicants:  Sidelines Tavern and Grill Corporation/
Arizona Liquor Industry Consultants

RECOMMENDATION
Staff, finding consistency with the General Plan and Planned Area Development (PAD) zoning,

recommends approval for one (1) year, subject to conditions.

BACKGROUND
The restaurant is located west of the northwest corner of Alma School and Queen Creek Roads

within the Ocotillo Plaza shopping center that contains a Target and a vacant Basha’s grocery
store. The restaurant occupies the southern end of a pad building along Queen Creek Road. The
existing Use Permit, most recently approved in 2009 without a time limit, does not allow for any
live music either indoors or outdoors. The subject request is to add live music on the outdoor

patio.

The restaurant has an estimated seating of 202 persons, including 60 seats on a 1,150 square foot
outdoor patio along its southeastern wall. The patio is enclosed with 36-inch tall decorative
railing and includes a fireplace and six televisions. The restaurant has been in operation since
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2002 (always under a Series 12 Restaurant License) and is open Sunday and Monday from 11
a.m, to 11 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday from 11 am. to 12 am., and 11 am. to 1 a.m. on

Fridays and Saturdays.

The application requests live music on the outdoor patio from 7 to 10 p.m. on Thursdays and
weekends, though with the flexibility to occasionally change the days and times. The music had
been occurring in late 2010 and early 2011 in violation of the existing Use Permit until neighbor
complaints led city staff to take enforcement action. The music has reportedly stopped since the
subject application was filed in mid-February. The application lists three musical acts as
anticipated performers, each with only one or two persons. The musicians use a pair of 110-
watt, 12" speakers for amplification that are pointed toward the building.

The restaurant first received a Use Permit in 2002. It received a new Use Permit in 2009 to
accommodate a patio expansion.

A Series 12 Restaurant License allows the on-site sale of beer, wine, and spirits for on-premise
consumption. Under a typical Series 12 license the establishment must derive at least 40 percent
of its gross revenue from the sale of food and non-alcoholic beverages.

DISCUSSION
Staff recommends approval of the request with a time limit of one (1) year to allow for re-

evaluation and with conditions that limit the noise level, including that music shall not exceed
the ambient (most likely traffic) noise level as measured at the property line. The outdoor music
that has been played previously would not satisfy these conditions because it was heard plainly
above the ambient noise level across Queen Creek Road to the south. In order to satisfy the
recommended conditions, the restaurant will have to decrease speaker volume at a minimum
(compared to the noisier nights that led to complaints) and perhaps change to unamplified
acoustic music. Also, the restaurant shall maintain a liaison program so that residents may reach
a responsible person at any time about noise concerns, leading to a quick resolution of the
problem (turn the volume down, etc.).

PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION

e This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.

e A neighborhood meeting was held on March 30, 2011 at the Downtown Community Center.
Approximately 15 neighbors attended. One neighbor was opposed, three concerned or there
for information, and the rest in favor. One of the musicians who has played at the restaurant
also attended, testifying that his music is about 80 decibels according to his phone app (about
the same level as a car from 25 feet away). The restaurant owner gave a presentation,
explaining the desire to have one- and two-man bands a few nights a month on the patio or
inside (space permitting), but with no dance floor. She expressed a desire to maintain a
family atmosphere and increase business despite the retail center’s struggles. No security

guards are needed or desired.

Neighbors debated the level of music during previous performances. One person who lives
about 700 feet away reports never hearing the music. Two people who live about 870 feet
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away report hearing the music outdoors but not indoors on a few occasions. One person who
lives about 1,300 feet away reports hearing the music indoors on three occasions, but not
every time it was played. Several others who also live more than 1,000 feet away report
never hearing the music. Some neighbors expressed support for the restaurant because it is a
positive local business that is good for the area. A couple neighbors expressed a desire that
the music “not happen all the time”.

The Police Department has been informed of the application and has not responded with any
issues or concerns.

Staff has been contacted by three residents in opposition to outdoor music. The residents all
live south of Queen Creek Road in the Stillwater Cove at Ocotillo neighborhood. Also, a
petition circulated by one of these three residents, and signed by 30 persons, is among the
memo attachments. The petition opposes outdoor music for reasons including loss of “quiet,
peace and serenity”, lack of buildings between the patio and the neighborhood, and the
anticipated negative effect on property values.

The Ocotillo Community Association’s Board of Directors has written a letter (among the
memo attachments) in support of the opposing neighbors’ efforts and concerns.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan, recommends approval of the Use Permit
subject to the following conditions:

1.

The Use Permit granted is for a Series 12 license only, and any change of license shall
require reapplication and new Use Permit approval.

Expansion beyond the approved Floor Plan shall void the Use Permit and require new Use
Permit application and approval.

Any substantial change in the floor plan to include such items as, but not limited to,
additional bar serving area or the addition of entertainment related uses shall require

reapplication of the Use Permit.

Expansion or modification beyond the approved exhibits (Floor Plan and Narrative) shall
void the Use Permit and require new Use Permit application and approval.

The Use Permit is non-transferable to any other store location.

The patio and area adjacent to the restaurant entrance shall be maintained in a clean and
orderly manner.,

The Use Permit shall remain in effect for one (1) year from the effective date of City Council
approval. Continuation of the Use Permit beyond the expiration date shall require re-
application to and approval by the City of Chandler.

Outdoor music shall not utilize bass speakers or sub-woofers.
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9. The maximum diameter of speakers used in conjunction with outdoor music shall be 127,
10. Music shall not be played between the hours of 10:30 p.m. and 9 a.m.

11. Music shall be limited to Thursday through Sunday.

12. Music shall be controlled so as to not unreasonably disturb area residences and shall not
exceed the ambient noise level as measured at the commercial property line.

13. The restaurant shall provide contact information for a responsible person (restaurant owner
and/or manager) to interested neighbors that allows music complaints to be resolved quickly

and directly.

PROPOSED MOTION
Move to recommend approval of Use Permit LUP11-0002 SIDELINES GRILL AND TAVERN,

subject to the conditions recommended by Staff.

Attachments

Vicinity Maps

Aerial Close-up

Patio Floor Plan

Indoor Floor Plan

Applicant Narrative

Petition of Opposition

Letter from Ocotillo Community Association
Menu

PN LA W



e

|

ﬁf MR
Li‘l%ﬁ\lv KV
LD
!-EQWEIB--I‘

an
g A

— | Alma School Rd.

1 I g
1 <
I
| =

Queen Cree

SCHOOL\‘I

R | e

[~

i~

Chandler «Arizona
Where Viddues Make The Difference

LUP11-0002

Sidelines Grill and Tavern
Liquor Use Permit

CITY OF CHANDLER 3/1/2011




o

n~

Chandler +Arizona

Wihere Vildies Make The Difference

LUP11-0002

Sidelines Grill and Tavern
Liquor Use Permit

CITY OF CHANDLER 3/1/2011




County Parcels

http://mww.maricopa.gov/Assessor/GlS/Maps/assessor. mwf Wednesday, March 30, 2011 8:52 AN



B6/25/2883 15:24 48875217880

SIGNAL ONE FIRE PAGE 81/82
SIDELINES
2980 S ALMA SCHOOL ROAD
SUITE %2
CHANDLER, AZ 85286
'—0" * *GAS LINE TO
o A ]" E’.XISTING METER
RO e A
%b L TERTANM BT K\ ‘Za
c,‘lq’ J¢ o
i; P
C.
GAS "’[\‘J
FIREPLACE -
/ ?\

EXISTING PATIO

E 4I_0-

40'-0"
qp__
v

{.

8'-0

NEW OUTLETS ADD
TO EXISTING CIR.

18'-0"

20'-0" \ix 16'-0"

l'l -
\NEW FENCING TO
MATCH EXISTING

FIREPLACE CMU STUCCO
TO MATCH BUILDING



MAR-20-2002 (WED) 15:54

!Nﬁo_osﬁ FLooR PLAN

P. 001/001

(FAX) 6022522503

K&T ARCHITECTS & INT

RS

—

\

K & |
QARCHITECTS & INTERIORS LLC. .
N 1850 N. CENTRAL AVE #335|ploso

SIDELINES TAVERN

2982 E. QUEEN CREEK RD. SUITE 2

PHOENIX. AZ 85004 - CHANDLER, ARIZONA

PH: 602-252-5202 - | PATE: 3n0/22 SP ACE P LAN

FAX: 602—-252-5203 2652 USF. i ’ 2 SCALE:3/32'= |'-2"
A v



P.O. Box 2502
Chandler, Arizona 85244
(480) 730-2675 Phone (480) 730-2676 Fax

INA LIQUOR
INDUSTRY CONSULTANTS

City of Chandler Planning and Development Department
Current Planning Division

215 E. Buffalo Street

Chandler, Arizona 85225

February 15, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

Sidelines Grill & Tavern is an existing restaurant located at 2980 S. Alma School
Road Suite 2 in Chandler within the Ocotillo Plaza Shopping Center. Sidelines Grill &
Tavern has already qualified and holds a series 12 restaurant liquor license and has
a Chandler Liquor Use Permit already in place but we would like to request
permission to add live entertainment.

Sideline’s Grill & Tavern currently holds a series 12 restaurant liquor license
(12075162) and is open for business Sunday & Monday 11am until 11pm, Tuesday
& Thursday 11am until12am and Friday & Saturday 11am until 1am. Sidelines is a
family friendly sports grill with a menu that consists of hamburgers, chicken, pizza,
fish, salads and appetizers (menu attached). We currently employ 30 people. Our
interior square footage is 2,652 and our patio is 800 and has total seating of 202
inside and out. Our parking is not assigned by the property manager; it is shared with
other businesses.

Sidelines Grill and Tavern would like to add live entertainment to their business. The
live entertainment would consist of a one or two man acoustic band to be located on
the patio. The entertainers use 2 110 watt speakers that are 12 inches and are
attached to their microphone. They are never louder than the Suns playing on our
television speakers out on the patio. The speakers are plugged into the guitar and
are pointed inside the restaurant. The performers have offered to come to our
meeting with their equipment to demonstrate the sound levels. The live music will be
mostly Thursday evenings 7pm till 10pm and on weekends although we may
occasionally change days and times. The following bands are what we are
considering: Desert Dixie, a two man band that plays country music. Alan Dequina, a
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one man band that plays rock and roll oldies. Curt and Rod, a two man band that

plays mostly country, top hits, Neil Diamond efc. any
Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration.

Sinceryly,
Amy Stiorts '

Arizona Liquor Industry Consultants
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City of Chandler

City Council Members

Planning and Zoning Commission
P.O. Box 4008

Chandler, AZ 85225

Re:  LUP11-0002; Liquor Use Permit Application; 2980 S. Alma School Road, Suite 2; APN:
303-77-549; Request to add outdoor live music to permit

Dear City Council Members and Planning and Zoning Commissioners:

We reside in and own or lease property in the neighborhood south of Queen Creek Road, west of
Alma School . We are in the Stillwater Cove area of the Ocotillo Development. This is a quiet,
established, single family residential neighborhood with many of the properties backing up to the
Ocotillo Golf Course and the lakes in Ocotillo.

It has come to our attention that the Sidelines Grill and Tavern is requesting that the City allow
them to amend their Liquor Use Permit to include live bands and live music on their patio. Itis
our understanding that their current Liquor Use Permit was granted on the basis of Sidelines bar
not having any live music, inside or outside, and that this Liquor Use Permit currently does not

allow any live music.

Recently, on several occasions, Sidelines Grill and Tavern has already hired bands to play
outdoor music (in violation of their Liquor Use Permit), which, because it produced a
disturbance in the neighborhood, came to the attention of the Chandler Police Department and
the Code Enforcement Division of the City of Chandler.

We, the undersigned are opposed to the City allowing Sidelines Grill and Tavern to have outdoor
bands at their bar for the following reasons:

o Their patio faces to the south which will project the sound to the south, disturbing an
established, quiet neighborhood;

e There are insufficient buildings or buffers between the Sidelines bar’s patio and the
Stillwater Cove neighborhood to the south. The music will (and already has) projects to
the south into the neighborhood.

e The bands that Sidelines has already hired to play on their patio have disturbed the
neighborhood — in violation of their Liquor Use Permit - projecting noise to as far south
as Honeysuckle Lane, where the noise could be heard inside the house, with the door and
windows closed;

o In the past, this neighborhood has worked hard to prevent a different sports bar from
locating in the Albertson’s Center at the southeast quadrant of Alma School and Queen
Creek Roads and Walmart from locating in the northeast quadrat of Alma School and

- I g ———



——Queen Creek; tue to our concern that these businesses would-beunfavorable-and

incompatible businesses for the neighborhood,

Ocotillo is one of Chandler’s planned residential communities that is mentioned with
pride in describing Chandler’s well laid out and family friendly neighborhoods.

Allowing a bar to have live outdoor bands this close to this single family remdential‘
community would tarnish not only the area, but also the image that Chandler is seeking to

project.

Some of the benefits of living in Ocotillo, which is reflected in the property values, is to
be able to enjoy the quiet, peace and serenity of living near or on one of the Ilakes, the

golf courses, or one of the open green spaces, or to be able to experience sitting outdoors
-in a quiet environment. This would be destroyed each evening by the projecting of loud

music into the neighborhood.

Property values in the neighborhood would be damaged and decreased when the
neighborhood is subjected music from the bar.

We request that the Planning and Zoning Commission make a recommendation to the C.It}’
Council members to stand by the original Liquor Use Permit that did not allow live music at the
Sidelines Grill and Tavern. We request the Chandler City Council not allow this amendment for

live outdoor bands or music at the Sidelines Grill and Tavern.

Thank you.
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Queen Creek;, due fo our concern that these businesses would be unfavorableand

incompatible businesses for the neighborhood;
Ocotillo is one of Chandler’s planned residential communities that is mentioned with

pride in describing Chandler’s well laid out and family friendly neighborhoods.

Allowing a bar to have live outdoor bands this close to this single family residential
community would tarnish not only the area, but also the image that Chandler is seeking to
project.

Some of the benefits of living in Ocotillo, which is reflected in the property values, is to
be able to enjoy the quiet, peace and serenity of living near or on one of the lakes, the
golf courses, or one of the open green spaces, or to be able to experience sitting outdoors
in a quiet environment. This would be destroyed each evening by the projecting of loud

music into the neighborhood.
Property values in the neighborhood would be damaged and decreased when the

neighborhood is subjectegﬁ:h;nusic from the bar.
o

We request that the Planning and Zoning Commission make a recommendation to the City
Council members to stand by the original Liquor Use Permit that did not allow live music at the
Sidelines Grill and Tavern. We request the Chandler City Council not allow this amendment for

live outdoor bands or music at the Sidelines Grill and Tavern.

Thank you.
Name: Address:
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The Ocotillo Community Association
C/o Premier Community Management, Inc.

P.O. Box 12510 Chandler, Arizona 85248
Phone (480) 704-2900 * (480) 704-2905

March 30, 2011

City of Chandler Planning and Zoning Commission
ATTN: Bill Dermody

215 East Buffalo Street

Chandler, AZ 85225

Subject: LUP11-0002 Sidelines Tavern & Grill revised Use Permit for Live
Entertainment Outdoors.

Dear Bill:

The Ocotillo Board of Directors (“"Board”) has recently learned of a pending use
permit application by Sidelines Tavern & Grill ("Sidelines”) to add live
entertainment outdoors on their patio. Sidelines is located on the North West
corner of Alma School and Queen Creek Roads, immediately across Queen Creek
Road from the northern boundary of Ocotillo.

At our recent monthly meeting the Board was presented with a petition signed
by numerous Ocotillo residents from Stillwater Cove who strongly oppose
Sidelines revised use permit request. Homeowners who experienced the noise
generated on recent evenings with the band playing on Sidelines patio, initiated
this petition, gathered signatures, made a presentation to the Board, and plan to
attend meetings and contact City staff and Council members to communicate
their strong opposition. A copy of this petition is attached.

The Board fully supports the efforts of community members in their opposition to

live outdoor entertainment that will impact their neighborhood. We appreciate
your attention to their position and concerns.

Sincerely,

Board of Directors
The Ocotillo Community Association
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