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August 
It's the dog days of summer, and even though it feels uncomfortable to us, the higher 
humidity makes it easier for plants. A few monsoons with lightning have stormed 
through adding to the potential for power outages. Make sure you've replaced your 
battery in your irrigation timer within the past year (if it has that option). Battery backup 
will maintain your programs and clock during an outage. These recommendations are 
for plants that are established in the landscape (in the ground about 2 years). 
  
Lawn watering: 
      Summer grass (Bermuda) - once every 3-4 days 
      Overseeded cool season grass (rye) - grass dies out 
If trees and shrubs are on the same valve: 
      Desert Adapted - once every 15 days 
      High Water Use - once every 8 days 
Tree watering: 
      Desert Adapted - once every 17 days 
      High Water Use - once every 9 days 
Shrub watering: 
      Desert Adapted - once every 13 days 
      High Water Use - once every 6 days 
Groundcover and vine watering: 
      Desert Adapted - once every 12 days 
      High Water Use - once every 5 days 
Cacti and succulent watering - once every 22 days 
Annuals watering - once every 2-3 days 
  
**Reduce your landscape watering 30 to 50 percent by adjusting your irrigation each 
season.** "Landscape Watering by the Numbers: A Guide for the Arizona Desert" will 
help you determine how much water to apply and how long to run your system. 
Request a free copy at www.chandlerzaz.gov/water or visit the interactive web site at 
www.wateruseitwisely.com .  
  
Note: These recommendations are general guidelines only and may need to be 
modified for your specific site conditions. 

 

 
   

I saw a scorpion in my yard 
last night. How dangerous 

are they? 
 

Scorpions are an ancient group of 
arachnids and in the Southwest 

there are a wide variety of 
species ranging in size from 2 - 5 

inches long. While all have 
venom, the bark scorpion (the 
smallest) has the most painful 

sting and is the most dangerous 
to humans. 

 
Their favorite foods are crickets 

and cockroaches, so by 
eliminating them, scorpions will 

go elsewhere or starve. They like 
dark, damp, places to hide such 
as river rock 'streams', or piles of 

wood or debris. Habitat 
modification is very effective for 
control while daytime spraying is 

not. Follow this link for other 
scorpion control methods. 

  
Email your question to 

GardenGoddess@chandleraz.gov 
 

  

  
 

Water Wise Tips  
   
Grandpa always said "By failing to 
prepare, you are preparing to fail", a 
quote by Benjamin Franklin that he loved 
to repeat. 
 
It's monsoon season and that means a 
chance of rain, wind and dust. While we 
might not be able to prepare for storm 

damage, preventing mosquitoes and the diseases they carry 
(like West Nile virus) is something we can control. 
 
Avoid standing water by being on the lookout for unexpected 
places where rainwater might collect like tires, dog bowls, 
bird baths and unclean pools. Empty these as soon as 
possible because in summer a mosquito's entire life cycle, 
from egg to adult, can be completed in a week or less. 

Plant of the Month 
Angelita Daisy 

(Hymenoxys acaulis) 
 
This perky perennial is 
native to the Southwest 
and has short, narrow 
dark green leaves forming 
dense clumps 10 inches 
tall by 15 inches wide. Tall 
leafless stems hold one 
inch golden daisy-like 
flowers during most of the 
year in the low desert. 
 
Angelita Daisy is small enough to fit into tight spaces and 
tidy enough for the most discriminating home owner. For a 
carpet of color use it as a groundcover by spacing plants 12 
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