WaterSaver October 2011

Water Conservation E-News
Chandler's Water Conservation Office is excited to offer landscape and irrigation tips for
residents and business owners via this online newsletter. Each month we'll

feature seasonal information to help you save money on your water bill, spruce up your Fabulous Fall
landscaping, learn about free classes and workshops, and much more. =

Receive this newsletter right in your inbox! Each edition comes packed with expert tips,
design ideas, and personalized advice. Let us help you transform your yard into a

Watering Guidelines
landscape showplace!
Join Our Sincerel
Mailing v e
Water Conservaton Staff Water Wise Tips

Fabulous Fall
Cooler temperatures are just around the corner, reminding us before long Upcoming Events
winter will be here. It's time to get your landscape in shape for the best
landscaping season of the year. While year-round planting is possible here in
the desert, the ideal planting time is from late September to April.

October 4 -

If plants have died or seem to be struggling, fall is the perfect time to replace October 13 -
them. This way they have the entire winter season to establish a strong root

system before the heat of next summer arrives. Native or desert-adapted plants
adjust easily to our soils and climate, and require less water and maintenance. October 15-16

Need shade? Trees pack a one-two punch: Their shade keeps surfaces from
warming up on hot days, while they act as natural evaporative coolers. Adding October 20 -
a single, well-placed tree to a yard has the potential to cut home air conditioning
costs by 12 percent. A wise person once said "the best time to plant a tree was
20 years ago; the next best time is now".

More information on planting and landscaping tips can be found here. October 27 -

Visit the Chandler Water Conservation web site or call the water conservation
office at 480-782-3580. November 3 -

November 8 -

Monthly Watering Advice

October
Fall is here, and it's a great time to replace lost plants or install a new landscape. Soils Ask A Garden Goddess
are still warm, which encourages root establishment, but water needs are not as
demanding, allowing for greater success. In fact, water needs for plants are about half as
much as they were in June. Recommendations below are for plants that are established
in the landscape (in the ground about 2 years).

S

Lawn watering:
Summer grass (Bermuda) - once every 6 days
Overseeded cool season grass (rye) - 4 times per day for first 7-10 days
to germinate, then once every 3 days

If trees and shrubs are on the same valve:

| want to grow citrus

Desert Adapted - once every 21 days in Chandler. What

High Water Use - once every 10 days varieties can | plant?
Tree watering:

Desert Adapted - once every 24 days




High Water Use - once every 12 days
Shrub watering:
Desert Adapted - once every 18 days
High Water Use - once every 9 days
Groundcover and vine watering:
Desert Adapted - once every 18 days
High Water Use - once every 8 days
Cacti and succulent watering - once every 28 days
Annuals watering - once every 4-5 days
Wildflower watering - once every 1-2 days to germinate, then once every 3-5 days

*Remember, you can reduce your landscape watering 30 to 50 percent by adjusting your
irrigation each season.** "Landscape Watering by the Numbers: A Guide for the Arizona
Desert" will help you determine how much water to apply and how long to run your
system. Visit the interactive Web site at http://www.wateruseitwisely.com

Bonus tip: New plantings need more frequent watering. After planting, water every 3-4
days for the first two weeks, then water once every 6-7 days for the next 3 or 4 weeks,
every 7-10 days for weeks 5 & 6, and then gradually extend time between irrigations until
plants are established.

Email your question to

Plant of the
Month

Mexican Bush Sage
(Salvia leucantha)

This desert-
adapted, graceful,
perennial shrub
with arching,
densely clustered,
purple flowers spikes has gray-green leaves with
velvety, wooly white undersides.

Mexican Bush Sage reaches about 3 feet tall and
wide, and is an excellent choice for the mini-oasis
and it is suitable for use as a cut flower. It prefers
afternoon shade but will tolerate full sun. As with
most Salvias, the leaves are aromatic and flowers
attracts hummingbirds and butterflies.

For more landscape choices and design ideas to
help you create a vibrant, attractive,
el colorful low water use landscape visit
' 4 the on-line edition of

"Water Wise Landscaping in Chandler".

The WaterSaver newsletter is published by Chandler's Water Conservation office. You have received this WATER
newsletter because you requested a subscription, asked to receive information from us, or have been “S[
identified by Water Conservation as someone who could benefit from this information. WISELY

If you were forwarded a copy of this newsletter and would like to subscribe to receive future editions, sign-
up here.




Questions or comments? We want to hear from you! Contact us at conserve@chandleraz.gov
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Bring this coupon to any free City of Chandler water conservation
Save' landscaping or irrigation class or workshop to receive a free gift.



