
Semiconductor Industry Investment Timeline in Chandler 

1980: Intel begins its operations in Chandler with the first silicon wafers coming off the 
production line at Fab 6 in October 1980. Intel Article Reference 

1981: Air Products installs nitrogen pipeline to serve semiconductor manufacturers. News 
Release Reference 

1983: Motorola builds research and development facility in Chandler that operated from 
1983 through 2008 at the site now called Continuum. Article 

1987: Microchip Technology is founded after General Instrument spins off its 
microelectronics division. It becomes an independent company in 1989 with its 
headquarters in Chandler. 

1994: Motorola begins production of 8” wafers at its MOS-12 facility on Alma School Road. 
In 2004, Motorola spun off its semiconductor business into Freescale, which was 
later acquired by NXP in 2015. The NXP Chandler Fab recently celebrated 30 years of 
innovation. Motorola 1994 Annual Report, NXP 2024 News Release 

1996: Intel opens Fab 12 at its Ocotillo Campus for manufacturing of 200mm wafers. The 
company said it built the factory in record time, going from ground breaking to 
production in 23 months. Intel Annual Report 

1997 Motorola announces $1.1 billion project to expand MOS-12 wafer fab, adding 
another 100,000 square feet of cleanroom space for wafer processing and testing. 
Article 

1999: Intel announces plans to open an advanced packaging R&D center in Chandler, to 
be the first such facility in the U.S. The company planned to convert an existing chip 
assembly and test operation. Article 

2002: Intel opens Fab 22, its first high-volume production manufacturing facility for 
300mm wafers at its Ocotillo Campus. The company said it would invest $2 billion to 
build and equip the wafer fabrication facility, and that it would create 1,000 new 
jobs. Intel News Release 

2006: Intel re-opens Fab 12 after converting it from a 200mm wafer fab to a 300mm wafer 
fab. The company announced the construction project would cost $2 billion. Intel 
News Release 

2007: Intel opens Fab 32 in Chandler, its first high-volume 45nm manufacturing facility. 
The company reported that Fab 32 was a $3 billion investment. Intel News Release 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/sponsor-story/intel/2020/10/02/why-manufacturing-matters-intels-40-years-arizona/3592110001/#:%7E:text=In%20October%201980%2C%20the%20first,define%20the%20future%20of%20technology.
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/air-products-to-expand-nitrogen-capacity-and-pipeline-in-chandler-arizona-123460969.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/air-products-to-expand-nitrogen-capacity-and-pipeline-in-chandler-arizona-123460969.html
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/chandler/2014/03/25/fresh-start-chandlers-continuum-tech-park/6872121/
https://www.motorolasolutions.com/content/dam/msi/docs/en-xw/static_files/history-motorola-annual-report-archive-1995-9p55mb-28.pdf
https://www.nxp.com/company/about-nxp/smarter-world-blog/BL-30-YEARS-CHANDLER-FAB
https://www.intel.com/content/dam/doc/report/history-1996-annual-report.pdf
https://www.edn.com/motorola-restarts-mos-12-facility-expansion/
https://www.eetimes.com/intel-to-open-semiconductor-packaging-rd-center-in-arizona/
https://www.intel.com/pressroom/archive/releases/2000/cn012500.htm
https://www.intel.com/pressroom/archive/releases/2004/20040421corp_a.htm
https://www.intel.com/pressroom/archive/releases/2004/20040421corp_a.htm
https://www.intel.com/pressroom/archive/releases/2007/20071025corp.htm


2008: Everspin Technologies grows out of a division of Freescale Semiconductor, 
establishing its corporate headquarters in Chandler. The company focuses on the 
development of magnetoresistive random access memory (MRAM) products. Article 

2011: Air Products announces it will increase production of ultra high-purity nitrogen and 
oxygen and expand its nitrogen pipeline serving electronics industry in Chandler. 
News Release 

2015: Rinchem opens a new 80,000 SF chemical logistics facility in Chandler to serve the 
semiconductor industry and other customers in the region. News Release 

2016: Arm establishes an office in Chandler. In the years since, the company has 
expanded its Chandler operations to 130 employees and 40,000 SF of space. 

2019: Isola Group relocates its headquarters, R&D and manufacturing operations to a 
new 119,000 SF industrial facility in West Chandler. News Release 

 Advanced Circuits, a manufacturer of printed circuit boards, relocates to Chandler 
and invests $7 million in a new 50,000 SF facility. Blog Post  

2020: Intel’s Fab 42 becomes fully operational at its Ocotillo Campus as a 10 nm 
production facility. Construction started in 2011, the facility was completed for 
14nm production in late 2013, and it was never opened due to slow sales. In 2017, 
Intel announced it would invest $7 billion to complete Fab 42. Intel News Release 

 NXP announces the grand opening of its Gallium Nitride fab in Chandler, the most 
advanced fab dedicated to 5G RF power amplifiers in the U.S. The company invested 
approximately $100 million in the project. NXP News Release 

2021: Intel announces plans to build two new production facilities – Fab 52 and Fab 62. 
The project was announced as a $20 billion investment. Intel later reported that it 
was investing more than $32 billion to build the two new leading-edge chip factories 
as well as modernize an existing fab at its Ocotillo Campus. Intel News Release 

Advantest purchases an existing building and land in West Chandler for a phased, 
multi-facility project that will support up to 400 jobs.  

 ASML expands Chandler office to 38,000 SF and hires additional engineering 
positions to support region’s growing semiconductor industry. News Release 

Air Products places its newest and sixth air separator unit in Chandler onstream to 
supply key electronics customers with nitrogen and oxygen. News Release 

 Rinchem announces 50,000 SF, $10 million expansion to its chemical logistics 
facility in Chandler. News Release 

https://www.eetimes.com/freescale-spins-off-mram-business/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/air-products-to-expand-nitrogen-capacity-and-pipeline-in-chandler-arizona-123460969.html
https://www.rinchem.com/rinchem-opens-new-facility-in-chandler-arizona/
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/isola-announces-new-headquarters-location-chandler-118000-square-foot-lease
https://www.chandleraz.gov/blog/manufacturing-company-spotlight-advanced-circuits
https://realestatedaily-news.com/intel-chip-factory-fab-42-stay-closed/?print=print
https://www.intc.com/news-events/press-releases/detail/248/intel-supports-american-innovation-with-7-billion
https://www.nxp.com/company/about-nxp/newsroom/NW-5G-NEW-GALLIUM-NITRIDE-FAB
https://download.intel.com/newsroom/2024/corporate/Intel-Arizona-The-Silicon-desert.pdf
https://www.intc.com/news-events/press-releases/detail/1452/intel-announces-major-expansion-in-arizona
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/semiconductor-equipment-manufacturer-plans-additional-hiring-growth-chandler-and-signs
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/air-products-places-its-newest-and-sixth-asu-onstream-in-chandler-arizona-301247326.html
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/rinchem-announces-50000-square-foot-10m-expansion-chandler-facility


2022: Intel and Maricopa Community Colleges partner to launch new semiconductor 
technician Quick Start program. News Release 

2023: Yield Engineering Systems opens 123,000 SF advanced technology center to 
support semiconductor growth in the U.S. News Release 

 EMD Electronics opens 75,000 SF factory that provides delivery and storage of 
specialty chemicals and gases for the semiconductor industry. News Release 

 Edwards opens 200,000 SF facility providing vacuum and abatement services for the 
semiconductor industry. News Release 

 Cirrus Logic, supplier of low-power integrated circuits for audio and voice signal 
processing applications, opens a 66,000 SF office in Chandler focused on R&D. 

2024: Air Products installs new 16” nitrogen pipeline to Intel’s campus on Chandler Blvd. 

 Saras Micro Devices, a provider of power performance solutions, opens new 
headquarters and manufacturing center of excellence in Chandler. News Release 

 Chandler Unified School District and University of Arizona partner to launch new 
two-year semiconductor manufacturing career and technical education program. 
News Release 

Intel announces launch of first U.S. apprenticeship program for manufacturing 
facility technicians. Intel News Release 

Intel is awarded up to $3 billion in direct funding under the CHIPS and Science Act 
for the Secure Enclave program, administered by the U.S. Department of Defense to 
strengthen defense and national security systems. Intel News Release 

Intel and U.S. Department of Commerce finalize terms on another $7.86 billion in 
direct federal funding under the CHIPS and Science Act. Intel News Release 

2025:  

Appiled Materials has purchased a 182,000 square feet industrial building with 
plans to make a significant capital investment in building improvements and 
equipment purchases to turn it into an advanced manufacturing and R&D facility. 
Applied Materials News Release 

Brewers Science, a global leader in developing and manufacturing next-generation 
materials and processes for the microelectronics and optoelectronics 
industries, opened the Brewer Science Arizona Innovation Center (office & 
lab).  News Release   

https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/newsroom/news/maricopa-community-colleges-intel-launch-workforce-development-initiative.html#gs.icnmyo
https://yieldengineering.com/company/news/yield-engineering-systems-opens-new-advanced-technology-center-in-arizona-to-support-semiconductor-growth-in-the-us/
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/emd-electronics-celebrates-opening-new-arizona-factory-contributing-states-growing
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/edwards-ready-serve-semiconductor-industry-opening-state-art-manufacturing-facility
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/saras-micro-devices-celebrates-grand-opening-new-headquarters-and-manufacturing-center
https://www.cusd80.com/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=12857&ModuleInstanceID=152794&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=275237&PageID=118188
https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/newsroom/news/intels-first-us-apprenticeship-for-manufacturing-technicians.html#gs.is2fds
https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/newsroom/news/2024-intel-news.html#gs.is2ak5
https://www.intc.com/news-events/press-releases/detail/1718/intel-and-biden-harris-administration-finalize-7-86
https://ir.appliedmaterials.com/news-releases/news-release-details/applied-materials-joins-apple-and-texas-instruments
https://www.chandleraz.gov/news-center/brewer-science-expands-us-operations-new-chandler-arizona-office-and-lab

