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‘ ‘our lawn provides an attractive recreational
area and helps keep your house cool. It can,
however, require considerably more water and care
than desert-adapted plants, so consider limiting the
size of your lawn. Follow the easy, practical advice
offered in this guide to help you maintain a
healthy, beautiful and water-efficient lawn.

MOWING

Proper mowing is
essential for maintaining
a healthy lawn. Avoid
scalping your lawn. Grass
that is too short uses
more water. Adjust your
mower so the grass height
is maintained within the
ranges listed below:

Type Grass Height (inches)

Common bermudagrass 11/2-2
Hybrid bermudagrass 12 -1
Tifgreen
Tifway
Midiron
Perennial ryegrass 11/2-2
Annual ryegrass 1172-2
Tall Fescue 11/2-3
St. Augustine 21/2-31/2

Mowing Schedule During Peak Growing Season

Height (inches) Frequency (days)
1/2 2-3
4-5
7-10
12-18

TIPS

@ Don't remove more
than one third of the
grass at a time. If you
can’t mow frequently,
increase your mowing
height.

® Keep mower blades sharp.

¢ If you mow frequently and do not over-water
or over-fertilize, you shouldn’t need to bag your
clippings, with the exception of some bermuda-
grass hybrids.

you mow.

® Avoid following the same pattern each time

® Increase the mowing height by 25% in shady areas.

@ Use a reel-type mower when mowing grass at a
height of one inch or less.

DETHATCHING

Thatch is a mat of plant material consisting mainly of
grass stems and roots. A thin layer is good, because it
acts as mulch, which reduces evaporation. Too much
will repel water, cause shallow roots and make the
grass less resistant to drought.

Excessive thatch is usually caused by over-watering or
over-fertilizing. If thatch is over one-half inch, it should
be removed with a vertical mower or a power rake.
Both are available from equipment rental companies.

Dethatch during the

hot summer months so
bermudagrass can quickly
recover.

After dethatching, apply
fertilizer at a rate of ¥2 - 34 |b.
of nitrogen per thousand
square feet, and water the
grass well to speed recovery.
Do not dethatch your winter
lawn if you have one.




FERTILIZING
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WATERING

When to Water:

Water at night or during the cool
morning hours to minimize evapo-
ration. The peak water consumption
hours (4 - 9 p.m.) should be avoided.

Tips

o If water runs off your yard, irrigate more
often for shorter periods of time.

How Often to Water:

The time between irrigations will
depend on the weather, the type of
turf and the soil type. Water lawns
no more than once every three days
during the summer. An established
ryegrass lawn should be watered
about once a week during the
winter and about every three days
during the spring.

e Install sprinkler heads vertically and flush
with the soil surface. Make sure grass is
not blocking the spray.

® Adjust sprinkler heads so they don’t spray
walls, driveways or sidewalks.

® Hand water dry areas rather than
increasing overall watering time.

How Much to Water:

Plant water use varies greatly
throughout the year. Adjust your
watering times accordingly.

Consult the Landscape Watering
by the Numbers guide or
www.wateruseitwisely.com. For a
quick reference, check the lawn

watering guide on the weather page

in the newspaper to find out how
much water to apply to your lawn

if it hasn't rained. Your city’s water
conservation office offers additional
brochures on plant care.

® Replace broken and missing sprinklers
immediately.

® Consult an irrigation supplier for
information about the most efficient types
of sprinklers and irrigation control clocks.

® Water shaded areas about 30% less than
sunny areas.

e If it has rained, reduce irrigations
accordingly.

Signs of Under-Watering

Bermudagrass turns bluish-grey and doesn’t spring back

after you step on it

The soil is too hard to push a screwdriver into

The turf still feels warm in the evening after the sun has gone down

Signs of Over-Watering
Water is constantly puddled in areas

Turf has a musty odor

Soil is extremely soft or mushy

Moss, dichondra, or mushrooms are present
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT WATER-EFFICIENT
LANDSCAPING CALL:

City of Chandler

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 480-782-3580
TDD: 800-367-8939

Town of Gilbert

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 480-503-6098
TDD: 480-503-6080

City of Glendale

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 623-930-3596
TDD: 623-930-2197

City of Goodyear

Water Management Department
Phone: 623-932-3010

TDD: 623-932-6500

City of Mesa

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 480-644-3306

TDD: 480-644-2778

City of Peoria

Utilities, Water Conservation
Phone: 623-773-7286

TDD: 623-773-7221

City of Phoenix

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 602-261-8367
TDD: 602-534-1113

City of Scottsdale

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 480-312-5650
TDD: 480-312-5419

City of Tempe

Water Conservation Office
Phone: 480-350-2668
TDD: 480-350-8400

Arizona Municipal
Water Users Association
Phone: 602-248-8482

Alternative formats available by contacting the cities listed.

amwiia

arizona municipal water users association
Regional Water Conservation Program

Published by the Cities of Chandler, Glendale, Goodyear,
Mesa, Peoria, Phoenix, Scottsdale, Tempe, and the Town of
Gilbert, working together as the Arizona Municipal Water

Users Association.

This brochure was produced by the Arizona Municipal Water

Users Association with technical assistance from the University
of Arizona Cooperative Extension. Special thanks to Andy Terrey,
City of Phoenix, for his assistance in preparing the text. Also,
special thanks to Dr. David Kopec and Dr. Paul Brown, University
of Arizona Cooperative Extension; Dr. Charles F. Mancino,
University of Arizona Department of Plant Sciences; and

Mr. Terry Mikel, Maricopa County Cooperative Extension,

for reviewing the text of this brochure.

©Copyright 2006 Arizona Municipal Water Users Association

Printed on Recycled Paper
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